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High  Court  Refuses  Sex  Law  Reconsideration 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The 
United  States  Supreme  Court  refused 
last  Wednesday  to  reconsider  its 
March  29  decision  that,  in  effect, 
supported  the  rights  of  individual 
states  to  make  laws  restricting  private, 
consensual  sexual  conduct.  The  court 
had  ruled  summarily  in  the  original 
case,  backing  up  the  decision  of  a 
Virginia  court  without  issuing  an 
opinion  itself.  Because  the  court  had 
not  issued  an  opinion,  there  was  some 
hope  on  the  part  of  gay  and  civil 
liberties  activists  that  it  might  recon¬ 
sider  the  decision.  However,  despite 
letters  of  support  for  reconsideration 
from  such  prominent  people  as  Dr. 
Judd  Marmor  of  the  American  Psychi¬ 
atric  Association,  Dr.  Perrett  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and 


Dr.  John  Money  of  the  Institute  for 
Sex  Research  at  Johns  Hopkins  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  increasingly-conservative 
court  held  its  ground. 

Although  conceding  that  it  was  the 
“end  of  the  line”  as  far  as  this  case  was 
concerned,  Bruce  Voeller  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  told  GCN  that 
“The  point  was  made.  Over  24  major 
newspapers  in  the  country,  with  the 
exceptions  only  of  the  Wall  Street 
Journal  and  the  Washington  Post 
wrote  editorials  condemning  the  court. 
Now  we  know  what  to  do.  We’ve  got 
to  educate  the  court,  we’ve  got  to 
change  the  climate  of  opinion  in  this 
country,  and  we’ve  got  to  put  most  of 
our  energy  into  changing  laws  on  the 
state  level.” 

Voeller  noted  that  at  least  two  cases 


are  mov/ing  up  through  the  courts  and 
may  find  their  way  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  particularly  mentioned  a 
New  York  state  case  in  which  a  Long 
Island  judge  recently  issued  the 
opinion  that  that  state’s  sodomy  laws 
were  probably  unconstitutional  be¬ 
cause  they  made  sexual  acts  legal  for 
married  people  but  illegal  for  single 
people.  The  Appellate  Court  reversed 
the  judge’s  decision  and  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  New  York  will  now 
consider  the  case.  Voeller  emphasized 
that  three  or  four  states  have  sexual 
conduct  laws  which  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  married  and  unmarried  people 
and  these  may  be  fertile  ground  for 
challenges. 

Voeller  was  especially  critical  of  a 
letter  by  Arthur  Warner  to  The 


Advocate  in  which  Warner  strongly 
denounced  the  decision  to  bring  the 
sodomy  case  before  the  court,  calling  it 
“a  foolish  thing.”  Warner  strongly 
backed  a  state-by-state  approach  and 
was  highly  critical  of  Washington 
activist  Frank  Kameny.  Voeller  told 
GCN  that  “We  consulted  with  a  wealth 
of  people  before  this  case  went  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  Former  Justice  Wil¬ 
liam  O.  Douglas,  Karen  DeCrow  of 
NOW,  who  is  a  lawyer,  and  other 
people  all  agreed  that  this  was  the  way 
to  proceed.  Furthermore,  we  have  no 
control  of  who  brings  cases  to  the 
court.  Everyone  has  the  right  and  it’s 
best  to  bring  a  good  case  like  this  one 
than  for  the  court  to  receive  one  that 
isn’t  so  sound.  Frank  Kameny  did  a 
great  job  on  this  and  any  criticism  of 
him  is  just  totally  unfair.” 


Methodist  Church  Backtracks  on  Gay  Stand 

By  Craig  Manning 


PORTLAND,  OR  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church  (UMC)  General 
Conference,  held  April  20  through 
May  8,  backtracked  markedly  in  its 
attitudes  and  official  statements  about 
gays,  despite  efforts  by  Keith  Spare, 
chief  liaison  for  the  National  Gay 
Caucus  to  the  UMC,  and  twenty  gay 
lobbyists  present  at  the  conference. 
Several  proposals  favoring  gay  ac¬ 
ceptance  by  the  church  were  defeated  or 
altered  so  as  to  become  ineffective, 
while  several  anti-gay  proposals  were 
adopted. 

Perhaps  the  strongest  blow  to  gay 
rights  came  in  the  revision  of  a 
statement  on  Social  Principles  accepted 
by  the  UMC  conference  in  1972.  In 
that  year,  the  UMC  adopted  the 
following  as  a  tenet:  “Homosexuals, 
no  less  than  heterosexuals,  are  persons 
of  sacred  worth,  who  need  the  ministry 


and  guidance  of  the  church  in  their 
struggles  for  human  fulfillment,  as  well 
as  the  spiritual  and  emotional  care  of  a 
fellowship  which  enables  reconciling 
relationship  with  God,  with  others  and 
with  self.  Further,  we  insist  that  all 
persons  are  entitled  to  have  their 
human  and  civil  rights  insured,  though 
we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality,  and  consider  this  prac¬ 
tice  incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.” 

This  time,  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  which  reviews  proposals  be¬ 
fore  they  reach  the  convention, 
advocated  deleting  the  clause  “though 
we  do  not  condone”  and  inserting  in  its 
place  a  statement  welcoming  gays.  This 
proposal  was  defeated  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  in  subcommittee,  legislative  com¬ 
mittee,  and  overwhelmingly  by  general 
vote  on  the  floor. 


Rep.  Bella  Abzug  of  New  York,  co-sponsor  and  prime  mover  of  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Bill,  announces  her  bid  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for  Senator  in  that 
state’s  upcoming  primary.  See  story  on  page  2.  photo  by  Bettye  Lane 


The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
also  proposed  a  four-year  church-wide 
study  of  all  human  sexuality  — 
including  homosexuality  —  with  fi¬ 
nancing  by  the  Methodist  Church  per 
se  and  with  the  recommendations  of 
that  study  to  be  considered  at  the  next 
quadrennial  conference,  i.e.  1980.  This 
proposal  was  defeated  by  a  wide 
margin.  In  its  place,  the  conference 
adopted  a  proposal  that  study  be  done 
by  local  churches  .  .  .  with  local 
financing.  The  result  of  that  proposal 
is  to  essentially  render  the  study 
ineffective. 

In  addition  to  the  defeat  of  these  two 
attempts  to  include  gays  within  the 
purview  of  concern  of  the  church,  the 
conference  responded  to  many  anti-gay 
proposals  by  passing  several  restrictive 
resolutions  relating  to  the  ministry. 
There  were  even  proposals  that  would 
specifically  exclude  gays  from  ordina¬ 
tion.  These  open  statements  were 
rejected. 

However,  a  resolution  on  “character 
and  the  ordained^  ministry”  was 
passed,  and  will  be  published  as  a 
footnote  to  the  section  on  ordination  in 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  a  legally 
binding  source  for  Methodists  and 
Methodist  teaching.  This  footnote,  in 
stating  various  qualifications  for  the 
ministry,  refers  to  the  section  of  the 
Social  Principles  quoted  above  (para¬ 
graph  2  of  this  article),  with  reference 


to  homosexuality.  While  the  Social 
Principles  of  themselves  do  not  have 
the  same  binding  authority  as  does  the 
Book  of  Discipline,  this  cross-reference 
to  an  overtly  anti-gay  statement  in  the 
Social  Principle  would  tend  to  mandate 
consideration  of  it  by  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  followers. 

Keith  Spare,  chief  liaison  to  the 
UMC  for  the  National  Gay  Caucus, 
was  allowed  to  address  the  assembly, 
and  presented  a  statement  to  the 
conference  concerning  homosexuality 
and  the  Church.  It  was  the  first  time 
such  an  address  had  been  made. 
According  to  one  observer,  the  address 
had  an  openly  hostile  reception,  but 
the  lobbying  efforts,  according  to 
Spare,  were  courteously  received. 

In  addition  to  the  lobbying  and 
address  by  Spare  ,  the  Gay  Caucus 
sponsored  a  conference  worship  service 
and  participated  in  a  celebration  meal 
given  by  men  against  sexism.  Still, 
these  efforts  seem  not  to  have  affected 
the  general  attitude  of  conference 
participants. 

This  UMC  conference  officially 
determines  the  entire  church  attitude 
towards  all  matters  discussed,  includ¬ 
ing  gays,  for  the  next  four  years.  The 
National  Gay  Caucus  of  the  UMC 
plans  to  continue  working  for  ac¬ 
ceptance  in  the  church,  artd  will  hold 
its  next  meeting  in  Colorado  this 
August,  in  preparation  for  the  next 
conference. 


L.A.  Council  Approves  Rights  12-1 


LOS  ANGELES  —  As  briefly 
reported  in  last  week’s  GCN,  the  Los 
Angeles  city  council  has  passed  by  a 
12-1  vote  an  amendment  adding  “sex¬ 
ual  preference”  to  the  city’s  Affirma¬ 
tive  Action  code.  The  vote  was  taken 
on  a  motion  made  by  Councilperson 
Joel  Wax  and  seconded  by  Council- 
person  Peggy  Stevenson.  The  only 
“nay”  vote  came  from  Gilbert  W. 
Lindsey.  However,  when  the  entire 
Affirmative  Action  package  including 
the  gay  amendment  came  up  for  a  vote, 
Lindsey  did  not  vote  against  it,  and  the 
package  was  approved  unanimously. 
One  council  member  was  absent. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  historic 
council  decision,  the  city’s  Civil  Service 
Commission  revised  its  medical  policy 
which  had  previously  staged  that 
homosexuality  was  a  medical  disorder 
and  thus  a  bar  to  city  employment. 


Council  member  Burt  Pines  had  issued 
a  statement  asserting  that  the  medical 
dismissal  was  now  illegal  and  the 
Commission  complied  by  changing  its 
policy. 

Meanwhile,  Lee  Young,  news  editor 
of  the  gay  bi-weekly  newspaper  News 
West,  told  GCN  that  he  doesn’t  believe 
that  the  recent  Los  Angeles  Police  raid 
on  the  newspaper  offices  was  in 
“retaliation”  for  the  city  council  vote. 
He  stated  it  was  merely  a  “co¬ 
incidence.”  “It  was  just  general  ha¬ 
rassment,”  Young  said.  “They  were 
probably  going  after  other  gay  publica¬ 
tions  in  the  building,  anyway.”  Last 
week,  NewsWest  publisher  John  Em- 
bery  told  GCN  that  he  felt  that  the 
LAPD  raid  was  in  response  to  the 
newspaper’s  “aggressive  articles” 
against  Chief  Ed  Davis. 


news  notes 


SENATOR  BELLA 

NEW  YORK  —  Rep.  Bella  S.  Abzug 
of  New  York,  one  of  the  co-sponsors 
of  the  national  Gay  Rights  bill  in 
Washington,  has  announced  her  can¬ 
didacy  to  run  against  New  York 
Senator  James  L.  Buckley  in  next  fall’s 
election.  Buckley,  a  Conservative- 
Republican,  is  considered  vulnerable 
this  year  because  he  was  elected  in  a 
three-way  race  in  1970.  However, 
Abzug’s  bid  to  become  the  only 
woman  in  the  US  Senate  faces  a 
primary  hurdlein  which  she  must  face  a 
group  of  liberal  Democratic  contenders 
including  former  US  Attorney  General 
Ramsey  Clark.  Another  possible  op¬ 
ponent  of  Abzug’s  in  the  primary  is 
former  US  Ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations  Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan. 


SUBWAY  MIKE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Massa- 
chusetts  Governor  Michael  Dukakis 
has  been  named  chairperson  of  the 
panel  which  will  write  the  Democratic 
Party’s  policy  statement.  The  Demo¬ 
cratic  Platform  Committee,  which  will 
make  a  decision  on  whether  to  accept 
gay  and  women’s  issues  as  part  of  the 
Party’s  national  platform,  elected  the 
Massachusetts  Governor  after  Rhode 
Island  Governor  Phillip  Noel  resigned 
the  post. 

Dukakis  seemed  to  put  somewhat  of 
a  damper  on  supporters  of  inclusion  of 
gay  and  women’s  issues  by  stating  that 
he  wished  that  the  platform  “come 
down  very  hard  on  major  issues,  which 
will  be  economy,  health  care,  energy, 
and  transportation.  I  don’t  want  this  to 
be  a  grab  bag  for  all  people  and  all 
issues.” 

Anyone  wishing  to  make  their  views 
known  on  specific  issues  should  con¬ 
tact  Dukakis  at  the  State  House, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

UNNATURAL  BILL 

PROVIDENCE  —  A  bill  establish¬ 
ing  new  criteria  for  rape  convictions  as 
well  as  repealing  Rhode  Island’s  laws 
against  “unnatural  acts”  is  expected  to 
die  within  the  House  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee,  according  to  legislative  sources. 
The  bill,  H.7241,  has  the  support  of 
Governor  Philip  Noel. 

The  measure  would  increase  penal¬ 
ties  for  forcible  (non-consensual)  sex¬ 
ual  acts,  or  attempted  forcible  acts, 
with  minors  and  adults.  In  addition, 
the  legislation  would  strike  any  refer¬ 
ence  to  gender  in  the  rape  statutes, 
permitting  men  to  bring  charges 
against  rapists  as  well.  The  bill  also 
eliminates  the  7-20  year  penalty  for 
adults  committing  “the  abominable 
and  detestable  crime  against  nature.” 

Rhode  Island  would  thus  become 
the  third  state  in  New  England  to 
repeal  its  “unnatural  acts”  laws  legis¬ 
latively  if  the  measure  were  to  be 
enacted. 


MARY  HARTMANN! 

,  i 

NEW  YORK  —  The  ABC  television 
cult  soap  opera,  “Mary  Hartmann, 
Mary  Hartmann,”  which  has  dealt 
with  almost  every  controversial  area  in 
American  society,  will  zero  in  on 
homosexuality  starting  this  week,  ac¬ 
cording  to  TV  Guide.  Speculation  is 
that  two  “brothers”  who  live  next 
door  to  Mary  in  her  televisionland 
town  will  “come  out”  as  gay  people. 

INVISIBLE  LESBIANS 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Gay 
Task  Force  has  called  for  a  letter¬ 
writing  campaign  to  “protest  lesbian 
invisibility  in  the  National  Women’s 
Conference”  which  has  been  author¬ 
ized  as  part  of  a  US  Commission  for 
International  Women’s  Year.  The 
Commission  has  been  extended  to 
March  31,  1978  and  has  a  $5,000,000 
budget.  People  are  urged  to  write  both 
their  congresspeople  and  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  itself  to  protest  the  omission  of 
lesbians  in  the  section  of  the  furui  ig 
bill  (PL94-167)  emphasizing  “n.  re- 
sentation  of  low-income  women,  mem¬ 
bers  of  diverse  racial,  ethnic,  and 
religious  groups  and  women  of  all 
ages.” 

Interested  people  should  write:  Jill 
Ruckelshaus,  National  Commission  on 
the  Observance  of  International  Wo¬ 
men’s  Year  (IWY),  US  Department  of 
State,  Room  1004,  Washington,  D.C. 
20520. 

‘SEXIST’  AD 

BOSTON  —  Liberation  News  Serv¬ 
ice  reports  that  the  Boston  Globe  has 
refused  to  pay  the  Tufts  University 
Observer  for  running  a  promotional  ad 
because  the  student  paper  altered  the 
language  of  the  advertisement.  The  ad 
showed  four  Globe  employees,  three 
women  and  a  man,  and  carried  the 
headline  “Newspapermen.”  The  Ob¬ 
server  staff  changed  the  head  to 
“Newspaperpeople,”  to  the  dis¬ 
pleasure  of  the  Globe,  which  refused  to 
pay  the  $65  owed  for  the  ad. 


SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  An  ad  hoc 
coalition  of  fundamentalist  Christian 
groups  has  apparently  come  close  to 
garnering  the  needed  number  of  signa¬ 
tures  to  place  a  referendum  on  the 
California  November  ballot  to  repeal 
that  state’s  recently  enacted  consenting 
sex  law.  The  group,  called  the  Family 
Lobby,  announced  at  a  Sacramento 
press  conference  in  late  April  that  it 
has  gathered  280,000  out  of  the 
320,000  signatures  necessary  and  that 
more  than  100,000  petitions  are  now 
circulating  in  California.  The  legal 
deadline  is  June  25. 

A  previous  attempt  to  put  the 
referendum  on  the  ballot  by  an 
organization  called  the  Coalition  of 
Christian  Citizens  (CCC)  failed  last 
year  when  the  group  was  unable  to  gain 
the  required  number  of  signatures.  The 
referendum  would  specifically  reinstate 
the  criminal  sanctions  on  sexual  con¬ 
duct  which  were  in  effect  before 
Governor  Edmund  (Jerry)  Brown 
signed  the  repeal  last  December. 

The  Advocate  reported  that  former 


PRISON  REPORT 


MARION,  IL  —  A  black  gay  inmate 
at  the  federal  prison  here  was  attacked 
and  nearly  stabbed  to  death  in  early 
April,  according  to  fellow-inmate  John 
Gibbs.  Charles  Felters  had  been  re¬ 
leased  into  general  population,  al¬ 
though,  claims  Gibbs,  prison  officials 
knew  he  would  be  in  danger  because  he 
had  been  raped  earlier  in  the  year. 
Felters  is  in  the  prison  hospital  with 
multiple  stab  wounds,  and  get- well 
cards  can  be  addressed  to  him  at  P.O. 
Box  1000,  Marion,  IL  62959. 


SEX  SCANDAL 

LONDON,  England  —  One  week 
after  the  resignation  of  Liberal  Party 
leader  Jeremy  Thorpe  amidst  allega¬ 
tions  that  he  had  had  a  gay  relationship 
in  the  early  1960s,  Britain  appears  to  be 
gearing  for  more  sex  scandals.  Rumors 
are  rife  that  South  African  intelligence 
is  out  to  discredit  the  anti-apartheid 
Liberal  Party  establishment,  and  last 
week  the  influential  Guardian  pub¬ 
lished  a  report  that  the  South  African 
Embassy  attempted  to  obtain  a  porno¬ 
graphic  film  about  a  prominent  British 
politician.  According  to  the  Guardian, 
the  politician  was  a  Liberal  leader,  and 
the  newspaper  is  sticking  to  its  story 
that  there  is  an  anti-Liberal  conspiracy 
afoot. 

The  British  Broadcasting  System 
(BBC)  then  gave  prominent  exposure 
to  a  man  purporting  to  be  a  South 
African  agent.  The  man  charged  that 
South  Africa  had  compiled  elaborate 
dossiers  on  British  Liberals.  However, 
the  next  day  the  same  man,  Frederick 
Cheeseman,  appeared  on  television  to 
admit  that  the  entire  thing  was  a  hoax. 
Despite  the  BBC  incident,  speculation 
and  rumor  continue  to  thrive,  and  new 
revelations  may  be  on  the  way. 


CCC  organizer  and  current  lobby 
spokesperson  David  DePew  attributed 
the  recent  highly-publicized  slave  auc¬ 
tion  arrests  in  Los  Angeles  as  a  factor 
in  the  success  of  the  drive.  “That 
incensed  so  many  people  that  it  helped 
us  immeasurably,”  said  DePew.  In  an 
editorial  that  condemned  the  support 
of  the  slave  auction  by  Los  Angeles 
community  leaders,  the  Advocate 
backed  up  DePew  by  calling  the 
auction  a  “shot  in  the  arm”  for  the 
petitioners.  “The  second  auction  may 
have  added  fuel  to  their  bigoted  fires,” 
the  editorial  noted. 

DePew  also  cited  the  recent  Laven¬ 
der  World’s  Fair  in  Pomona  as  helping 
the  petition  drive.  “They  were  going  to 
have  an  Easter  sunrise  service  which, 
of  course,  was  an  abomination,”  said 
DePew. 

The  Advocate  quoted  San  Francisco 
gay  political  leader  Jim  Foster  as 
saying,  “Everybody  better  get  clear  on 
what  this  really  means.  If  this  initiative 
wins,  we  probably  won’t  see  more 
consensual  sex  legislation  in  this  state 
for  the  rest  of  our  lives.  This  is  it.” 


Calif.  Anti-Gay  Initiative  Gains 


CHURCH  BARS  CREW 

FORT  VALLEY,  GA  —  Integrity 
founder  and  Gay  Academic  Union 
activist  Dr.  Louie  Crew  has  been 
barred  from  the  church  at  which 
he  worships  in  this  Georgia  commun¬ 
ity.  “We  respect  your  right  to  be  a  gay 
liberator,”  a  letter  from  the  vestry  of 
St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church  told  Dr. 
Crew,  “but  as  a  body  would  prefer  not 
to  take  part  in  its  promotion.  We 
welcome  all  Episcopalians  to  our 
church  and  other  visitors  but  do  not 
believe  that  the  business  of  this  parish 
should  be  dictated  and/or  directed  by 
persons  outside  its  official  member¬ 
ship.  For  you  and  yours,  continued 
success  with  or  without  blessings. 
Please  accept  our  kindest  regards.” 
The  letter  was  signed  “Yours  in 
Christ.” 

However,  Crew  stated  that  “I  will 
continue  to  worship  at  St.  Luke’s  in 
peace  and  love  for  my  enemies  at  every 
communion  when  I  am  in  town.” 

Crew  also  reports  that  he  has  been 
turned  down  as  a  student  at  General 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
with  the  explanation,  “We  are  not 
prepared  at  this  time  to  admit  a 
homosexual  couple  into  regular  resi¬ 
dence  with  you  as  a  full  time  matricu¬ 
lated  student.”  Crew  is  married  to 
another  man. 


BENTLEY  SPEAKS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Author, 
translator  and  playwright  Eric  Bentley 
will  present  “The  Homosexual  Ques¬ 
tion,”  a  three-week  series  of  lectures 
on  the  role  of  homosexuality  in  th;, 
theatre,  film  and  literature,  at  New 
York  University  June  14-July  1. 

Among  his  many  accomplishments, 
Bentley  is  well  known  as  a  translator  of 
Bertoldt  Brecht’s  works  into  English, 
and  more  recently,  for  the  album  “The 
Queen  of  42nd  Street,”  in  which  he 
sings  works  by  Jacques  Prevert  and 
Joseph  Kosma. 

For  more  information  on  the  lecture 
series,  call  (212)  677-5489,  or  write  J. 
Michael  Miller,  Associate  Dean, 
School  of  the  Arts,  NYU,  111  Second 
Avenue,  New  York  City  10003. 

GRAND  JURIES 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  US 
Supreme  Court  unanimously  reversed 
>a  lower  court  decision  last  week  which 
required  that  suspects  called  to  testify 
before  grand  juries  be  given  the  same 
right  to  remain  silent  and  have  a  lawyer 
that  the  police  give  to  suspects  in 
general  custody.  The  lower  court  had, 
in  the  grand  jury  case,  extended  the 
protection  which  the  high  court 
established  in  the  1966  Miranda  Case 
to  people  called  to  testify  before  grand 
juries. 

POUGHKEEPSIE  GROUP 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  NY  —  A  group 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men  has  formed  a 
group  in  this  mid-Hudson  Valley 
community.  The  group,  which  calls 
itself  the  “Dutchess  County  Gay 
Community,”  plans  fund  drives  for 
cerebral  palsy  and  multiple  sclerosis, 
the  formation  of  a  Gay  Hotline 
telephone  service,  a  gay  VD  clinic  in 
conjunction  with  the  local  Dutchess 
County  VD  Clinic,  and  open  meetings 
for  gays  and  interested  non-gay  people. 

Anyone  interested  in  information 
about  the  group  should  contact  Wayne 
Holsapple,  c/o  Steven  Barnum,  Apt. 
2,  27  Holmes  Street,  Poughkeepsie, 
NY  12601. 
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Boston  Gay  Pride  Plans  Off  to  Strong  Start 


BOSTON  —  Plans  for  this  year’s 
Gay  Pride  Week  continue  to  move 
forward  in  Boston.  A  group  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  have  been  meeting  every 
Tuesday  evening  for  the  last  month  to 
formulate  plans  for  the  week  of 
workshops,  social  events,  and  a  parade 
which  will  take  place  from  June  19  to 
June  26.  Joe  Abreu,  who  is  also  the 
chairperson  of  Gay  Media  Action,  is 
the  chairperson  of  this  year’s  planning 
committee. 

The  week  of  celebrations  and  discus¬ 
sions  will  begin  with  the  traditional 


march  to  Parkman  Bandstand  in  the 
Boston  Common  on  Saturday,  June 
19.  A  permit  has  been  asked  for  the 
traditional  route  and  one  city  official 
assured  Abreu  that  “there  is  no 
problem  with  the  route.”  The  planning 
committee  formally  decided  last  Tues¬ 
day  that  women  would  march  first 
although  there  would  also  be  a 
contingent  of  women  who  wanted  to 
march  with  men.  The  reason  that  it  was 
decided  that  women  should  lead  the 
march  was  simply  to  emphasize  the 
visibility  of  the  lesbian  community.  In 


the  past,  the  media  has  tended  to  pick 
out  men  to  give  predominance  to  and  it 
is  hoped  that  this  situation  will  be 
changed  this  year. 

Two  women  and  two  men  speakers 
will  address  the  crowd  at  Parkman 
Bandstand.  It  is  not  clear  at  this  point 
who  the  speakers  will  be,  although  the 
lesbian  caucus  of  the  planning  commit¬ 
tee  has  indicated  that  it  would  like  Jill 
Raymond,  grand  jury  resister  who  was 
recently  released  from  Kentucky  coun¬ 
ty  jails,  to  speak. 

The  planning  committee  has  also 
formally  decided  to  ban  all  bar  or 
commercial  advertisements  in  the  pa¬ 
rade.  Two  years  ago  there  was  a  float 
for  the  bar  Cabaret  (presently  the  site 
of  15  Lansdowne  Street)  and  last  year 
there  was  a  float  for  Jason’s,  a 
projected  bar  that  in  fact  never 
opened. 

Workshops  are  still  mostly  it)  the 
planning  stage  but  at  present  four 
Third  World  workshops  have  been 
formulated.  The  workshops  will  take 
place  at  Harriet  Tubman  House  at  the 
corner  of  Columbus  and  Massachu¬ 
setts  Avenues  in  Roxbury.  One  work¬ 
shop  will  be  for  and  focusing  on  black 
gay  men,  another  will  be  for  black 
lesbians,  another  emphasizing  the 
problems  of  the  Latino  community, 
and  the  fourth,  open  to  everyone  in  the 
community,  will  focus  on  the  problem 
of  racism. 

The  Lesbian  Planning  Committee  is 
also  planning  several  workshops  which 
are  slated  to  be  only  for  women.  The 
workshops  will  explore  issues  like 
isolation,  racism,  class,  and  elitism 
among  other  subjects.  The  Lesbian 
caucus  hopes  to  be  a  lever  to  influence 
the  general  parade  and  to  attempt  to 
provide  a  general  “anti-sexist”  tone  to 
the  week’s  events. 


One  of  the  most  novei  ideas  which 
the  planning  committee  has  come  up 
with  is  to  apply  to  use  City  Hall 
chambers  for  a  Gay  Pride  workshop. 
City  Hall  chambers  are  opened  to  a 
diversity  of  city  groups  and  the  use  of 
the  chambers  by  the  anti-busing  group 
ROAR  (Restore  Our  Alienated  Rights) 
has  created  a  great  deal  of  anger  in  the 
black  community.  The  committee  had 
originally  asked  city  councilperson 
Larry  DiCara  to  agree  to  supervise  the 
meeting,  as  is  required  by  the  Council. 
However,  as  DiCara  is  unable  to  be 
present  during  the  week  at  all  due  to 
other  commitments,  a  letter  has  been 
framed  to  send  to  the  entire  Boston 
City  Council  asking  for  use  of  the 
chambers  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday, 
June  22. 

On  the  social  side,  a  dance  for  both 
women  and  men  is  planned  at  Boston 
University  for  Friday,  June  18,  the 
evening  before  the  parade.  The  group 
Liberty  Standing  will  provide  the 
music.  A  women’s  dance,  planned  for 
the  following  night,  has  come  into 
conflict  with  a  dance  already  scheduled 
at  MIT,  but  it  is  hoped  to  postpone  the 
MIT  dance  for  the  following  week. 

A  New  England  gay  pride  meeting  is 
planned  for  the  first  Saturday  in  June 
with  a  mailing  to  take  place.  In 
addition,  anyone  who  can  offer  hous¬ 
ing  on  June  19  for  people  who  are 
coming  from  outside  of  Boston  should 
contact  Joe  Abreu  at  354-2079. 

Meetings  of  the  Gay  Pride  Planning 
committee  continue  at  the  Charles 
Street  Meeting  House,  70  Charles 
Street,  Boston,  on  Tuesday  evenings. 
The  lesbian  caucus  meets  at  the 
Meetinghouse  on  Monday  evenings. 
All  are  welcome  to  the  general  meeting 
and  all  women  to  the  Monday  night 
meeting. 


Lesbian-feminist  author  Rita  Mae  Brown  reads  from  “Rubyfruit  Jungle”  at  the 
Book  Affair  recently  held  at  Harvard  University.  The  Book  Affair,  a  collection  of 

hy  email  proceee  as  well  as  readings  by  well -know n  authors,  also  featured 
displays  by  GCN  and  Fog  Rug,  Photo  by  Jane  Picard 


DeBaugh  Lobbies  for  National  Rights  Bill 


BOSTON,  MA  —  “I’m  confident 
that  we’ll  be  able  to  pass  a  national  gay 
rights  bill  within  the  next  five  years,” 
Adam  DeBaugh  told  GCN  staffspeople 
last  week  during  a  visit  to  Boston. 
“We’re  laying  the  groundwork  now.  It 
will  take  time,  there’s  no  doubt  about 
it.  But  it  is  a  very  real  goal.”  DeBaugh, 
who  is  director  of  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church’s  Washington  of¬ 
fice  and  one  of  the  leading  lobbyists 
for  jthe  bill,  was  in  Boston  as  part  of  a 
two  week  tour  that  will  take  him  to 
seventeen  cities. 

DeBaugh  emphasized  that  a  new  list 
of  sponsors  for  the  national  bill  will  be 
announced  soon.  The  new  list  will 
include  32  or  33  names  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  bill, 
widely  known  in  Washington  as  the 


Abzug  bill,  has  yet  to  be  introduced  in 
the  US  Senate.  However,  DeBaugh 
indicated  that  a  bill  would  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Senate  either  before  or 
after  the  November  elections.  “I’ve 
talked  to  a  lot  of  Senators  and  have 
gotten  many  pledges  of  support,” 
DeBaugh  asserted. 

“Most  members  of  Congress  have 
never  heard  from  a  gay  person,” 
DeBaugh  said.  “They  can  honestly  say 
that  ‘There  are  no  gay  people  in  my 
district,’  and  as  far  as  they’re  con¬ 
cerned,  that’s  true.  We  really  need  for 
people  out  there  to  write  letters.  One  of 
our  sponsors  in  the  House  decided  to 
co-sponsor  the  bill  after  receiving  12 
letters  in  a  couple  of  weeks.  Congress- 
people  respond  to  pressure  like  that. 
It’s  extremely  important  that  gay 


people  not  only  write  but  also  visit  the 
district  offices  of  the  congresspeople. 
Every  member  of  the  House  has  a  few 
offices  out  in  the  field  and  they  go  back 
to  visit  those  offices.  It’s  a  perfect 
chance  to  talk  with  them.” 

DeBaugh  also  noted  that  the  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL),  which 
grew  out  of  the  controversial  Advocate 
International  Conference  in  Chicago, 
is  now  beginning  to  function.  The 
organization,  called  GRNL,  has  an 
interim  board  composed  of  Gary 
Aldridge,  openly  gay  aide  to  California 
Senator  Alan  Cranston;  Roy  Birchard 
of  the  MCC’s  Washington  office; 
David  Harris,  staff  member  of  the 
Washington  gay  newspaper,  The 
Blade ;  Frank  Kameny,  long-time 
Washington  gay  activist;  Paul  Kuntz- 


ler,  co-founder  of  the  Gertrude  Stein 
Democratic  Club;  Richard  Maulsby, 
acting  president  of  the  club;  and 
DeBaugh.  The  board  will  continue  to 
function  until  a  permanent  board  is 
elected.  The  National  Gay  Task  Force 
is  presently  taking  $15  donations  for 
memberships.  Out  of  the  dues-paying 
members,  a  permanent  board  for  the 
organization  will  be  elected. 

DeBaugh  asserted  that  the  existence 
of  GRNL  does  not  make  the  MCC 
lobbying  effort  obsolete.  “There’s 
room  for  plenty  of  lobbying  groups,” 
he  said.  “That’s  the  way  it  happens  on 
lots  of  other  issues.  If  a  representative 
of  GRNL  and  a  representative  of  MCC 
approaches  a  congressperson,  that 
gives  us  even  more  visibility.” 


Maine  Student  Groups  Face  Budget  Challenges 


By  Susan  W.  Henderson 

PORTLAND  and  ORONO,  ME  — 
The  budgets  of  two  Maine  student  gay 
groups,  the  Wilde-Stein  Club  (Univ.  of 
Me.  —  Orono)  and  the  Gay  People’s 
Alliance  (U.  of  Me.  —  Portland- 
Gorham)  have  been  subject  to  chal¬ 
lenges  from  conservative  elements  in 
the  Student  Senates  of  both  schools.  In 
both  instances,  the  Student  Senate  has 
control  over  the  dispensing  of  student 
activity  fees.  Members  of  the  Orono 
group  report  that  budget-cutting  was 
the  order  of  the  day  there,  but  that 
Wilde-Stein  was  subject  to  more  than 
average  questioning  about  the  size  of 
its  constituency  and  its  needs.  Mem¬ 
bers  thought  this  was  part  of  an  overall 


pattern  of  opposition  by  conservatives 
to  social-change  groups  in  general;  the 
Women’s  Group  and  FAROG,  the 
Franco-American  students’  group, 
were  similarly  challenged.  Wilde-Stein 
was  voted  an  adequate  budget,  how¬ 
ever,  including  $1000.00  for  the  next 
Maine  Gay  Symposium. 

The  situation  at  Portland-Gorham 
was  similar  but  more  serious.  The 
Student  Senate  there  is  controlled  by 
one  fraternity.  Sigma  Nu,  a  group  not 
noted  for  progressivism  or  respect  for 
learning.  Witnesses  who  attended  the 
budget  session  reported  that  this 
Senate  voted  $3,000.00  to  send  the 
basketball  team  to  Jamaica  (West 
Indies)  for  training,  a  measure  later 


rescinded  under  pressure,  and  another 
$1,000.00  for  a  Senior  Beer  Bash;  but 
cut  by  one  third  the  budget  of  Project 
Impact,  which  sponsors  lectures  and 
other  educational  events  on  topics  of 
current  significance. 

Budgets  for  the  Women’s  Forum, 
Gay  Person’s  Alliance,  Public  Interest 
Research  Group  (PIRG,  a  consumer 
advocacy  group),  and  other  social- 
change  organizations,  were  scheduled 
at  the  end  of  a  marathon  hearing  that 
lasted  until  3:00  a.m.  The  Women’s 
Forum  got  nothing  at  all,  and  Gay 
Person’s  Alliance  got  only  $100.00, 
and  that  only  because  they  sat  it  out 
until  their  budget  came  up.  They  had 


asked  for  anotbe-  $150.00  to  sponsor 
counsellors’  training  with  professional 
instructors,  but  this  was  dismissed  as 
“frivolous.”  GPA,  Women’s  Forum, 
PIRG,  and  several  other  concerned 
persons  petitioned  the  University’s 
President  Miller,  citing  ten  procedural 
violations  in  the  Senate’s  actions  on 
student  group  budgets.  In  an  action 
rare  for  a  University  of  Maine  admini¬ 
strator,  President  Miller  froze  the 
entire  funds  under  the  control  of  the 
Senate  because  of  the  procedural 
violations.  The  GPA  budget,  along 
with  all  the  others,  is  thus  in  limbo 
until  fall  semester,  since  UMPG  is  now 
closed  for  the  summer. 


GCN,  May  29,  1976  •  Page  3 


Supporting  Our  Supporters 


Gay  Community  News  (G.C.N.)  is  dedicated 
to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  of 
interest  to  the  gay  community,  as  well  as 
stimulation  of  event-oriented  opinion  within 
the  community. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  MA. 
Annual  subscription  rate  $15.00. 

Address  for  subscriptions,  address  changes, 
letters  to  the  editor,  contributions,  com¬ 
ments,  etc.:  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02108.  Telephone  (617)  426-4469. 

GCN  is  published  weekly,  and  is  copyright 
1976  by  GCN  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved, 
reprint  by  permission  only. 

GCN's  office  hours  are:  Monday  through 
Friday,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Thursday  nights,  6 
p.m.  to  9  p.m.,  and  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.;  closed  all  day  Sunday.  News  and 
opinion  reflected  in  ‘Editorial”  represents 
the  majority  view  of  the  editorial  board. 
Signed  letters  and  columns  reflect  the  views 
and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  Com-  i 
ments,  criticisms,  and  information  are 
always  welcome  from  our  readers:  remem¬ 
ber,  it's  your  paper. 


Managing  Editor 
Editor 

Business  Manager  * 
Office  Manager 
Circulation  Mgr. 

Asst.  Office  Mgr. 

Typesetting 

Classifieds 

Copy  Editor 

Asst.  Circ./Dist.  Mgr. 

Advertising  Reps. 


Office  Staff 
Editorial  Consultant 
Feature  Staff 
A.  Nolder  Gay 
Steven  Blevins 
Charles  Bonnell 
“DALP” 

Brian  Goodrich 
Byron  Marshall 
Tom  Myles 
James  Saslow 
Margo  Schulter 
Beverly  Barr 
Dr.  Sandford  Reder 


Lyn  Rosen 

Neil  Miller 
Joseph  Leo 
Lester  Stockman 
George  Dimsey 
John  Walsh 
Xanadu  Graphics 
Mary  Kennedy 
Ray 
Donna 

Diane  Bellavance 
Rick  Paquette 

Denise 
David  P.  Brill 

Suzana  Themis 
Xenia  Williams 
Allen  Stewart 
Tommi  Avicolli 
Michael  Bronski 
Don  Shewey 
D'Ananda 
Regina  Kahney 
John  Mitzel 
Thomas  J.  Benson 


News  Staff 

John  Kyper 
Craig  J.  Rowlana 

Art  /Layout  Staff 
Ron  Arruda 
Philip  B. 

Jeff 

Photographers 
Martha  Adams 
Don  C.  Hanover  III 
Judith  MacDonald 

Indexer  > 


Nancy  Wechsler 
Tony  Russo  , 
Dean  McLaughlin 

Anne  Johnston 
Mike  Rubinstein 
Bill  Shawcross 
Ken  W.esthassel 

Larry  Mahon 
Jane  Picard 

Ruth  Pettis 


In  the  aftermath  of  the  recent 
Supreme  Court  decision  upholding  the 
sex  laws  and  the  Court’s  refusal  this 
week  to  reconsider  that  decision,  it’s 
wise  for  gay  people  to  consider  new 
strategies  in  our  struggle  for  our  civil 
rights.  Yet,  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
react  to  the  Supreme  Court’s  decision 
and  emulate  the  anti-Washington 
mood  of  several  of  this  year’s  presi¬ 
dential  candidates.  For  one  of  the 
central  targets  of  our  struggle  lies  in 
Washington  —  the  United  States 
Congress. 

For  many,  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Bill  (popularly  referred  to  as  the  Abzug 
bill)  seems  a  distant  and  unrealizable 
goal.  Yet  real  progress  is  being  made 
towards  its  passage.  As  Adam  De- 
Baugh,  a  lobbyist  for  the  bill  and 
assistant  director  of  MCC’s  Washing¬ 
ton  office,  points  out  in  this  week’s 
GCN,  a  new  and  expanded  list  of 
co-sponsors  will  be  announced  shortly. 
And  the  bill, which  has  up  to  now  only 
been  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  will  soon  be  put  on 
the  Senate  calendar.  It’s  a  long 
process,  as  DeBaugh  points  out  and 
which  any  lobbyist  for  any  cause  will 
confirm,  but  the  groundwork  is  being 
laid  right  now. 

Up  till  now,  only  MCC’s  Washing¬ 
ton  office  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  have  put 
their  energy  into  pushing  for  Federal 
gay  rights  legislation.  Both  these 
groups  have  done  a  fine  job,  but  the 
fight  for  the  Abzug  bill  is  only  one  of 
their  many  functions.  Recently,  out  of 
the  Advocate  Invitational  Conference 
in  Chicago,  another  organization  was 
born,  one  whose  only  function  is  to 
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lobby,  educate,  and  persuade  Congress 
to  support  civil  rights  for  gay  people. 

This  organization,  the  Gay  Rights 
National  Lobby  (GRNL),  was  born 
amidst  the  controversy  that  sur¬ 
rounded  the  man  who  conceived  it  — 
Advocate  publisher  David  B.  Good- 
stein  —  and  his  comments  on  “gay 
spoilers”  and  the  movement  in  general. 
But  as  the  results  of  the  Chicago 
conference  proved,  the  Lobby  quickly 
outgrew  and  transcended  many  of  the 
attitudes  that  GCN  and  others  feared 
would  dominate  the  conference.  At 
Chicago,  all  the  resolutions  about  “gay 
spoilers”  and  “revolutionaries”  were 
overwhelmingly  defeated.  The  elitist 
and  exclusive  nature  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  originally  proposed  was  totally 
changed  to  an  open,  democratic,  and 
egalitarian  group,  designed  to  repre¬ 
sent  and  mirror  all  sides  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  male  spectrum. 

Although  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  is  presently  func  t  ioning  out  of 
the  MCC  Washington  office  and  an 
interim  Board  of  Directors  is  alive  and 
well,  the  bad  feeling  surrounding  its 
birth  has  taken  its  toll.  Membership, 
which  is  open  to  any  gay  person  in  the 
nation,  has  been  slow  in  growing.  It’s 
clear,  at  this  point,  that  unless  gay 
people  throughout  the  country  begin  to 
support  GRNL,  the  Lobby  will  either 
die  before  it  ever  has  a  chance  to  begin 
or  else  it  will,  as  feared,  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  small,  elite  group. 

GCN  strongly  urges  everyone  to 
support  GRNL  and  to  involve  them¬ 
selves  in  the  elections  of  GRNL’s 
Board  of  Directors,  which  will  be 
happening  shortly.  We  can,  at  this 
point,  get  beyond  the  divisiveness 


which  many  of  Goodstein’s  comments 
brought  about  and  take  advantage  of 
the  energy  and  vision  of  the  project. 
GRNL,  let’s  face  it,  needs  money  if  it  is 
going  to  survive.  The  $66,000  in 
pledges  made  in  Chicago  will  never 
come  through  if  the  organization  does 
not  get  off  the  ground. 

It  is  of  vital  importance  that  gay 
people  send  off  their  $15  membership 
pledges.  Those  who  cannot  afford  it 
may  have  their  fee  paid  by  other 
sources  or  waived  but  should  register 
membership  so  that  they  can  vote  for  a 
board  of  directors. 

At  the  same  time,  MCC  Washing¬ 
ton’s  office  also  deserves  to  be 
supported.  This  office  performs  an 
invaluable  educational  function.  It 
represents  a  gay,  Christian  organiza¬ 
tion;  it  is  a  gay  presence  on  Capitol 
Hill.  For  many  government  workers 
and  Congresspeople, Director  Rev.  Roy 
Birchard  and  DeBaugh  are  the  only 
contacts  with  openly-gay  people  in¬ 
volved  in  government.  They  are  avail¬ 
able  to  answer  questions,  be  contacted 
by  the  closeted,  to  remind  legislators 
that  there  is  a  gay  constituency. 

The  battle  for  a  national  civil  rights 
bill  will  be  a  long  one.  Much  of  it  will 
involve  the  educational  and  conscious¬ 
ness  raising  work  that  the  MCC  office 
doestas  well  as  the  lobbying  efforts  of 
GRNL.  GCN  urges  readers  to  support 
both  efforts.  Send  money  and  letters  of 
support  to: 

GRNL  and/or  MCC  Washington 
Office 

Suite  210 

1 10  Maryland  Ave. 

Washington,  D.C.  20002 


GCN  will  use  this  space  to  answer 

questions  for  our  readers.  Maii  should 
be  addressed  to  Tell  Me,  Joey, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


ME,  JOEY 

Dear  GCN: 

In  your  April  17  “News  Notes”  page, 
.you  note  that  South  Dakota  was  the  14th 
state  to  decriminalize  private  consensual 
sex  acts  between  adults.  As  a  person  now 
still  new  to  the  gay  environment,  I  would 
like  to  know  what  the  previous  13  states 
were  (and  when).  I’m  sure  there  are  others 
who  would  also  be  interested  in  seeing  this 
-  list. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention.  Your 
publication  is  invaluable  to  me  and  many 
others. 

Somebody  New 


Dear  Neophyte: 

The  following  states  currently  have 
consenting  adult  laws:  Illinois,  1961; 
Connecticut,  1971;  Oregon,  1971;  Colo¬ 
rado,  1972;  Hawaii,  1973;  Delaware, 
1973;  Ohio,  1974;  North  Dakota,  1975; 
New  Mexico,  1976;  Arkansas,  1976; 
Maine,  1976;  California,  1976. 

Iowa  and  South  Dakota  have  legisla¬ 
tion  which  will  become  effective  in  1977. 
Since  our  story  ran,  Indiana  has  also 
passed  these  laws,  bringing  the  sum  total 
to  fifteen. 

Joey 


NEED  OF  THE  WEEK 

Be  your  own  boss.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Join  the  GCN  team  of  ad 
representatives.  Don't  restrict 
yourself  to  Boston.  We  have 
outlets  all  over  New  England. 
20%  commission.  Earn  extra 
money  or  make  It  a  full-time  job. 
Write  GCN  or  call  617426-4469. 


ny  amounts  in  excess  will  be  considerec 
donations,  greatly  needed  and  appreciated. 
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parade  rest 

To  The  Editor: 

As  matters  now  stand  the  New  York  Gay  Pride 
March  is  at  “parade  rest.”  Neil  Miller’s  May  8 
GOV  article  partially  explained  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  current  controversy  but  it  also  added 
some  paprika  to  the  kettle  of  confusion.  So,  I 
will  try  to  clarify  the  basic  differences  between 
the  two  organizing  groups. 

Each  year  New  York’s  Gay  Pride  March  is 
organized  by  a  fresh  committee.  Never  have 
more  than  a  couple  individuals  participated  in 
planning  committees  on  consecutive  years; 
always  the  committees  have  been  open  to 
community  involvement.  In  other  words,  the 
Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day  Committee  is 
in  the  domain  of  the  Gay  public. 

Well,  this  past  February  about  five  persons 
began  meeting  and  talking  about  constituting  a 
parade  committee.  That  group  of  persons  agreed 
to  hold  open  elections  for  a  permanent  steering 
committee  at  a  public  meeting  on  March  1.  A 
large  and  diverse  sampling  of  the  Gay  commun¬ 
ity  turned  out  for  that  meeting  and  elected 
members  of  Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day 
Committee  ’76. 

CLSDC  ’76  is  the  Movement  group  and  it  is 
democratic.  Serving  on  this  committee  are  22 
people  from  groups  like  Metropolitan  Commun¬ 
ity  Church,  Identity  House,  Bridgeport  Kalos 
Society,  the  Gay  Political  Union,  Integrity,  the 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  Church  of  the  Beloved 
Disciple,  Church  of  the  Love  of  Christ,  Hunter 
College’s  Gay  Men’s  Alliance,  the  National 
Coalition  of  Gay  Activists  and  unaffiliated 
individuals.  Honorary  Grand  Marshalls  of 
CSLDC  ’76  are  Sidney  Abbott,  Bishop  Robert 
Clement,  Nancy  Henry,  John  Paul  Hudson, 
Merle  Miller,  Rep.  Elaine  Noble,  Rev.  Troy 
Perry,  Ty  Pinney  and  Lyn  Rosen.  Long-time  gay 
activist  Jim  Owles  is  the  chairperson  and  like 
each  of  the  other  21  members  has  one  vote.  This 
committee  was  democratically  elected  by  the  Gay 
community,  holds  open  meetings  in  which  the 
Gay  community  is  welcomed  to  participate  and 
has  held  a  couple  town  meetings  at  which 
important  committee  decisions  were  made  by 
large  gatherings  of  the  Gay  public.  This  year’s 
march  will  commence  at  the  site  of  the  Stonewall 
on  Christopher  Street  Sunday,  June  27  at  11  a.m. 
and  proceed  up  Sixth  Avenue  to  Central  Park  for 
speeches  and  entertainment.  CSLDC  ’76  has  the 
solid  backing  of  New  York’s  GAy  Liberation 
Movement. 

Subsequent  to  the  March  1  election  of 
CSLDC  ’76  five  persons  formed  a  rump 
committee,  incorporated  the  initials  “C.S.L.D.” 
and  declared  themselves  “legitimate.”  They  have 
done  everything  possible  to  create  confusion  and 
divisivness.  For  example,  we  tried  to  distinguish 
ourselves  from  them  by  adding  “  ’76”  to  our 
name  (CSLDC  ’76)  —  they  imitated  us  on  their 
letterhead;  we  announced  plans  to  marcTi  uptown 
—  they  said  they  would  march  downtown.  One 
can  only  speculate  why  at  what  is  intended  to  be 


LETTERS 


appeal 
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an  affirmation  of  Gay  pride  and  a  display  of  Gay 
strength  scheduled  to  occur  two  weeks  before 
this  city  hosts  the  Democratic  National  Conven¬ 
tion  (where  some  groups  are  planning  to  lobby 
for  adoption  of  a  Gay  rights  platform  and  other 
gay  groups  are  planning  to  stage  demonstrations) 
such  systematic  polarization  would  be  fomented. 
This  Gay  activist  has  a  theory,  which  if  it  is  true, 
holds  important  ramifications  for  the  entire  Gay 
Liberation  Movement: 

The  rump  committee  was  initiated  and  has 
been  regularly  subsidized  financially  by  a  man 
named  Mike  Umbers.  In  1971  New  York  City' 
Chief  of  Detectives  Albert  Seedman  was  quoted 
in  the  New  York  Times,  describing  Umbers  -as 
“a  front  man  for  the  mob.”  Umbers  is  known 
around  the  community  for  his  drug  dealing, 
pimping  operations,  after-hours  bars,  por¬ 
nography  and  bar  guide  publications  and  his 
involvement  in  providing  guns  to  “Dog  Day 
Afternoon”  Gay  bank  robber  “Little  John” 
Basso  and  to  Jerome  Johnson,  the  would-be 
assassin  of  Mafia  kingpin  Joe  Columbo  (this 
occurred  during  the  famous  Columbo  vs.  Gallo 
war).  My  hypothesis  is  that  the  Federal 
government,  which  has  committed  approximate¬ 
ly  five  million  Law  Enforcement  Assistance 
Administration  (LEAA)  dollars  to  “security”  at 
the  Democratic  convention,  is  using  the  mob  to 
fracture  support  for  the  Gay  Liberation  Move¬ 
ment.  The  government  must  have  so  much  on 
Umbers  that  he  is  wrapped  around  their  nasty 
anti-Gay  fingers  and  they  are  using  him  as  an 
agent  provacateur! 

I  hope  the  above  helps  explain  away  some  of 
people’s  confusion. 

So,  despite  the  divisive  rump  committee  it  is 
important  we  all  march  on  June  27.  Let  us  make 
our  special  day  a  joyous  one,  let  it  be  an 
affirmation  of  our  love  and  our  lifestyles,  we 
must  refuse  to  be  confined  to  ghettos  by 
mobsters,  we  must  proclaim  our  determination 
to  persevere  in  our  struggle  against  such  forces  of 
evil  as  the  recent  Supreme  Court  decision.  Let  us 
march  proud! 

In  Gay  Struggle,  & 

With  Gay  Love, 

Morty  Manford 

GCN  welcomes  letters 
expressing  the  views  of 
its  readers.  All  letters 
submitted  for  publica¬ 
tion  must  contain  the 
name  and  address  of  the 
writer.  A  phone  number 
will  speed  verification. 

While  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request, 
no  anonymous  letters 


Appeal  for  Help! 

John  Gibbs,  a  federal  prisoner  at  the  US 
federal  prison  at  Marion,  Illinois,  has  filed 
several  suits  against  the  government  including 
the  US  Bureau  of  Prisons,  for  assaults  and 
beatings  suffered  at  the  hands  of  officials. 
Brother  John  has  been  the  victim  of  severe 
intimidation,  'ft  Its  and  harassment  since  he 
helped  orga.n  o  -  chapter  of  National  Gay 
Prisoner'-.  CoaFtion  in  1972. 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  this  chapter  was  set-up 
and  murdered  by  officials  in  November,  1973, , 
and  many  feel  the  same  fate  is  planned  for  the 
Chairman. 

Since  1973,  Brother  John  has  been  placed  in  20 
jails  and  6  US  federal  prisons,  and  in  isolation 
several  times  in  an  attempt  to  break  Brother 
John’s  spirits  in  his  gallant  struggle  for  the  rights 
of  all  his  gay  brothers.  During  this  time,  he  has 
been  denied  the  right  to  self-help  programs  as 
well  as  the  opportunity  to  earn  extra  good  days 
or  money  as  other  prisoners.  This  type  of 
treatment  is  only  a  reflection  of  the  tactics  being 
inflicted  on  openly  gay  prisoners  who  do  not 
conform  to  the  demoralization  and  dehumaniza¬ 
tion  process  at  work  in  our  federal  prison  system. 

To  help  put  an  end  to  these  injustices  so 
inherent  in  the  system,  we  must  unite  to  carry 
through  the  fight  for  Gay  Rights  for  all  —  rich 
and  poor.  We  ask  all  readers  interested  in  the 
rights  of  gay  people  to  send  donations  to  help 
pay  for  attorney  fees  and  court  expenses;  also, 
letters  of  support.  As  Brother  John  is  an  indigent 
prisoner,  he  must  depend  on  your  donations. 

Please  send  all  donations,  letters  of  support, 
etc.  to:  Attorney,  Freddy  L.  Shapiro,  1006 
Walnut  Street,  Murphysboro,  Illinois  62966. 

Your  help  is  deeply  appreciated. 

In  Gay  Unity,  Thank  You, 

The  National  Gay  Prisoners  Coalition 
P.O.  Box  1000,  U.S.  Prison 
Marion,  Illinois  62959 

And  Freddy  L.  Shapiro,  Attorney 


Be  your  own  boss.  Set 
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GCN  team  of  ad  rep¬ 
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We  have  outlets  all  over 
New  England.  20%  com¬ 
mission.  Earn  extra  mon¬ 
ey  or  make  it  a  full-time 
job.  Write  GCN  or  call 
617-426-4469. 


dreamer's 

lament 

Dear  GCN: 

Martin  Luther  King  once  said,  “I  have  a 
dream.”  In  1974  hundreds  of  gay  people  also 
had  a  dream.  They  worked  very  hard  to  make 
that  dream  a  reality  in  the  person  of  Elaine 
Noble.  I’m  a  very  sentimental  dreamer  as  most 
of  you  know.  Believing  as  I  did  in  her,  I  wrote 
her  a  quote  from  an  old  tombstone:  “Do  all  the 
good  you  can,  to  all  the  people  you  can,  in  all  the 
ways  you  can,  as  long  as  ever  you  can.” 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  sadness  that  in  1976 
the  above  quote  has  been  replaced  with  a  quote 
from  the  Gay  Head  Wampanoag  Indians: 
“When  the  legends  die,  all  dreams  end.  When 
dreams  die,  there  is  no  more  greatness  .  .  .” 

To  my  gay  sisters  and  brothers  I  can  say  this: 
we  are  being  destroyed  by  a  system  larger  than 
any  one  can  imagine.  “They”  are  trying  to 
destroy  HCHS,  DOB,  Lambda,  P’town,  you 
name  it.  We  must  unite  and  not  allow  ourselves 
to  be  destroyed  from  without  or  within.  We  must 
show  that  the  gay  community  can  and  will  make 
it,  with  or  without  Miss,  (sic)  Elaine  Noble. 

Sheri  B. 


Taranta— . 

employment 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  make  note  of  the  fact  that  while 
Boston  is  the  first  city  in  New  England  “where 
the  employment  rights  of  any  gay  people  are  even 
vaguely  protected,”  Colchester,  CT  Board  of 
Education  is  the  first  governmental  body  in  New 
England  to  provide  employment  protection  to 
gay  people.  This  was  accomplished  by  a 
three-year  contract  between  the  Colchester 
Board  and  the  Colchester  Federation  of  Teach¬ 
ers.  The  contract,  signed  on  Dec.  23,  1975,  states 
in  Article  III  —  Fair  Practices  —  “The  Board 
agrees  not  to  discriminate  against  any  teacher  on 
the  basis  of  race,  creed,  color,  national  origin, 
age,  sex,  sexual/affectional  preference  .  .  .  .” 

Interestingly,  the  contract  was  approved  at  a 
town  meeting  in  Jan.  1976  with  the  townspeople 
aware  of  the  clause.  Only  one  resident,  a  teacher 
in  another  school  system,  objected,  saying  it 
would  be  an  open  invitation  to  homosexuals  to 
come  to  town. 

Sincerely, 

Donald  W.  Zajac 


GCN  Benefit 
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NEW  YORK  REVELATIONS 


By  Tony  Russo 

NEW  YORK  —  The  “bar  oriented” 
Christopher  Liberation  Day  Commit¬ 
tee,  Jnc.  (CSLD)  has  decided  to 
disband.  The  group  decided  to  split  up 
after  numerous  conflicts  between  two 
factions  within  the  group:  the  Michael 
Umbers  faction  and  the  Jean  DeVente 
faction.  Although  DeVente  headed  the 
committee,  it  was  reportedly  funded  by 
a  $5,000  contribution  from  Umbers. 
When  the  controversy  became  intensi¬ 
fied,  Umbers  pulled  out  both  personal¬ 
ly  and  financially  and  decided  to  put 
his  support  to  the  less  controversial 
street  fair  which  is  also  planned  for 
Sunday  June  27. 

Many  people  in  the  gay  community 
are  jokingly  asking:  “Can  DeVente 
have  her  own  march?”  With  few 
people  putting  credence  into  that  i 
possibility,  it  seems  likely  that  there 
will  now  be  only  one  march  —  a 
movement  one.  Many  regard  the 
disbandment  as  a  victory  for  the 
movement:  Seeing  the  controversy  as  a 
bar  vs.  movement  issue,  or  as  a  Mafia 
vs.  movement  issue,  movement  leaders 
are  obviously  greatly  relieved. 

The  major  issues  which  must  be 
resolved  now  are  issues  regarding  the 
street  fair.  The  fair  was  originally 
planned  by  a  sub-committee  of  the 
DeVente  group.  It  later  split  from  the 
group  to  form  its  own  independent 
group.  The  fair  is  scheduled  to  be  held 
in  Greenwich  Village  on  Christopher 
Street,  between  Hudson  and  West 


Streets,  where  the  CSLD  Inc.  march 
was  to  end.  Although  the  CSLD  ’76 
(the  movement-oriented  group)  march 
would  start  in  the  Village,  it  plans  to  be 
leaving  the  Village  at  the  same  time  the 
fair  would  begin.  Now  that  there  is 
apparently  only  one  march,  the  ob¬ 
vious  question  is:  “Will  the  fair 
conflict  with  the  march?”  Although 
the  fair  is  scheduled  to  start  at  noon 
and  end  at  midnight  it  is  likely  that 
both  the  march  and  the  fair  will  be 
competing.  The  degree  of  the  competi¬ 
tion  will  mainly  depend  on  the  politics 
of  the  individuals  attending  the  events 
and  the  quality  of  entertainment  both 
at  the  fair  and  at  the  rally  in  Central 
Park  after  the  march.  At  this  point 
with  over  60  booths  sold  it  seems 
unlikely  that  the  time  or  date  of  the  fair 
can  be  changed. 

Another  street  fair  committee  which 
is  part  of  the  CSLD’76  movement 
committee  may  try  to  coordinate  its 
efforts  with  the  other  committee.  It 
will  be  unlikely  that  there  will  be  a  joint 
fair,  but  there  is  a  possibility  that  there 
may  be  only  one  fair  instead  of  two  — 
one  on  Saturday  and  one  on  Sunday. 
At  this  point  little  has  been  resolved. 
The  simple  fact  is  that  with  60  booths 
sold  at  $25  a  booth,  it  seems  unlikely 
that  any  substantial  change  can  be 
made.  So  far  the  fair  committee  has 
agreed  to  start  its  fair  when  the  march 
has  left  the  Village.  But  this  has  been 
the  only  concession  made. 


The  long-awaited  Christopher  Street 
has  come  out  with  its  first  issue,  with  a 
similar  format  to  New  Yorker  Maga¬ 
zine.  The  present  issue  contains  articles 
by  Bertha  Harris,  Edmund  White, 
Charlotte  Bunch  and  others.  Filled 
with  cartoons,  poems  and  articles,  the 
magazine  is  both  witty  and  clever. 
Although  elitist  and  non-political  in  its 
orientation,  its  gayness  is  its  very  basis. 
It  is  an  important  magazine  both  for 
the  gay  community  and  for  the 
“fringe”  community.  Too  often  those 
on  the  fringe  or  those  who  are  either 
uncertain  or  certain  but  unable,  are 
ignored  by  the  gay  press.  Christopher 
Street  bridges  this  gap  and  it  does  it  in 
a  cogent,  clear  and  unique  way. 

The  Gay  Academic  Union  held  its 
last  general  meeting  until  September 
last  week  at  the  City  University  of  New 
York  Graduate  Center.  The  topic  was: 
“Candidate  Victories,  Court  Retreats? 
The  Gay  Political  Arena.”  The  pre¬ 
sentations  by  E.  Carrington  Boggan, 
Jean  O’Leary,  Jane  Trictor,  and  Bruce 
Voeller  were  informative  and  en¬ 
lightening.  The  panel  discussed  two 
areas:  legislation  and  the  recent  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  on  the  sodomy 
laws.  Although  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  was  a  severe  setback  for  the 
gay  community,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
the  decision  only  covered  the  sexual 
aspect  of  being  gay.  Aspects  such  as 
naturalization  laws,  immigration  laws, 
employment  and  housing  laws  were  not 


covered  by  the  ruling.  The  ruling  only 
covered  sodomy  which  can  be  illegal 
for  non-gay  people  as  well. 

Regarding  legislation,  the  panel  felt 
progress  was  made.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  work  now  is  to  enlist  people  to 
vote.  Jean  O’Leary  pointed  out  that 
the  Board  of  Elections  has  made  the 
process  of  registration  simple:  “Just 
fill  out  the  form,  have  it  witnessed,  and 
send  it  in.”  According  to  panelist  Jane 
Trictor,  “Unless  we  can  we  can  get 
politicians  to  know  that  there  is  a  gay 
community  which  can  affect  their 
election,  then  and  only  then  can  we 
begin  to  affect  the  legislative  process. 
Right  now,  politicians  do  not  care 
about  what  course  they  take  on  gay 
issues.  They  know  that  we  will  not 
affect  their  election.” 

The  National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF)  will  be  having  a  suite  at  the 
Hilton  Hotel  the  week  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  National  Convention.  The  Hil¬ 
ton  is  one  of  the  headquarters  for  the 
Democratic  National  Convention.  The 
suite  will  be  funded  through  contribu¬ 
tions  and  benfits.  NGTF  will  be 
holding  its  next  benefit  on  Monday, 
May  3 1  to  both  help  pay  for  the  suite 
and  to  aid  the  CSLD’76  committee. 
The  event  will  also  celebrate  the  victory 
of  Jean  O’Leary  as  delegate  to  the 
convention.  The  benefit  will  be  held  at 
the  Eagle’s  Nest  at  11th  Ave.  and 
21st  St.  from  6  p.m.  to  midnight. 
Admission  will  be  $1. 


Bar  Scenario  Moves  Back  to  Licensing  Board 

By  Mike  Callen 


BOSTON  —  The  focus  of  attention 
shifted  to  the  Boston  Licensing  Board 
last  Monday  in  the  continuing  contro¬ 
versy  over  the  two  Bay  Village  bars, 
Jacques  and  The  Other  Side.  The 
Licensing  Board,  which  had  originally 
restricted  the  two  bars’  hours  to  a  12 
o’clock  closing,  met  in  closed  session 
amidst  reports  that  it  was  going  to 
reverse  its  position  and  allow  the  bars 
to  remain  open  till  2  a.m.  Articles  in 
both  the  Boston  Globe  and  the  Boston 
Herald  reported  that  Francis  DiMento, 
counsel  to  Henry  Vara,  had  telephoned 
to  state  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control 
Commission  Chairperson  Ted  Har¬ 
rington  and  told  Harrington  that  the 
Licensing  Board  was  prepared  to  reverse' 
the  decision. 

There  was  an  immediate  outcry  from 
opponents  of  the  bars  and  both 
Harrington  and  Rep.  Barney  Frank  — 
in  whose  district  the  two  bars  are 
located  —  were  quick  to  respond  and 
elicited  a  statement  from  Charles 
Byrne,  Licensing  Board  chairperson, 
promising  that  no  such  decision  was 
contemplated.  Byrne  also  indicated 
that,  although  the  Bay  Village  issue 
was  on  the  meeting’s  agenda,  no 
decision  would  be  taken  without  a 
prior  public  hearing. 

DiMento  claimed  that  he  had  never 
stated  that  he  “knew”  that  BLB  was 
about  to  reverse  its  position  thus 
restoring  the  2  a.m.  closing,  but 
rather  that  he  had  merely  represented 
to  Harrington  that  he  had  “drawn  the 
impression  that  the  Board  had  come 
around  to  realizing  that  a  great 


injustice  had  been  done.” 

BLB  Chairman  Byrne  indicated  that 
the  Vara  matter  had  in  fact  “not  been 
on  Monday’s  agenda.”  However,  Po¬ 
lice  lawyer  Michael  DeMarco  clarified 
that  although  the  Vara  issue  had  not 
been  on  Monday’s  agenda  for  a  public 
hearing,  the  matter  had  in  fact  been 
discussed  in  a  closed  session  of  the 
Licensing  Board. 

DeMarco  then  disclosed  that  a  new 
option  was  currently  being  considered 
by  the  Licensing  Board  involving  the 
possible  relocation  of  both  bars 
through  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA).  At  the  suggestion  of 
DeMarco,  GCN  then  contacted  Paul 
McCann  of  the  BRA  concerning  the 
possibility  that  the  BRA  might  so  move 
to  include  both  Jacques  and  The  Other 
Side  within  their  domain,  thus  pre¬ 
sumably  effecting  a  mutually  agreeable 
compromise  by  relocating  the  bars 
elsewhere.  (According  to  general  po¬ 
licy,  the  city  would  reimburse  Vara  for 
his  costs  of  relocation.)  However, 
McCann  indicated  that  the  BRA  was 
unaware  of  any  such  proposal  and 
stated  further  that  it  was  doubtful  that 
such  a  measure  was  possible  given  the 
structure  and  limited  function  of  the 
BRA. 

Vara  lawyer  DiMento  stated  that  he, 
likewise,  was  unaware  of  any  such 
alternative  compromise,  although  he 
noted  that  he  had  been  unable  to  stay 
for  the  end  of  the  BLB  meeting  on  the 
17th.  When  asked  to  comment  on  the 
possibility  that  the  BRA  might  indeed 
redevelop  the  present  location  of  the 


two  Vara  bars  in  accordance  with  the 
guidelines  of  the  South  Cove  Urban 
Renewal  Project,  DiMento  com¬ 
mented:  “Why  should  the  city  pay  for 
something  when  it  can  have  what  it 
wants  for  nothing  (i.e. ,  presumably 
referring  to  the  dissolution  of  the  bars 
altogether  through  bankruptcy)?” 

Police  lawyer  DeMarco  indicated 
that  Chairman  Byrne  had  ended  Mon¬ 
day’s  discussion  of  the  bars  with  a 
proposal  calling  for  a  general  meeting 
of  each  faction,  which  would  involve 


the  representatives  of  the  Bay  Village 
neighborhood,  the  police,  the  Licens¬ 
ing  Board  itself  and  licensee  Henry 
Vara.  This  meeting  would  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  the  hope  of  reconciling  the 
differences  which  have  separated  these 
groups  since  the  bars  first  came  under 
direct  attack  in  1973.  DeMarco  was 
unable  to  indicate  whether  such  a 
meeting  would  constitute  the  actual 
hearing  on  the  matter  or  whether  it 
would  be  open  or  closed  to  the  public.- 


Arizona  Editor  Quits  In  Gay  Flap 


TEMPE,  Arizona  —  The  editor  of 
the  leading  newspaper  of  this  Arizona 
university  community  resigned  recently 
as  the  result  of  a  flap  over  the 
establishment  of  a  gay  student  organi¬ 
zation  on  the  campus  of  Arizona  State 
University.  I.  Manconnelly,  editor  for 
seventeen  years  of  the  Tempe  Daily 
News,  resigned  after  he  had  editorially 
condemned  the  establishment  of  the 
organization.  “I  recant  each  line  of 
that  editorial,”  the  editor  stated  in  the 
newspaper  as  he  announced  his  resig¬ 
nation.  “I  apologize  for  it  and  I  regret 
it  deeply.  It  was  the  least  plausible 
editorial  that  I  had  written  in  years. 
What  I  said  was  not  merited  and  is 
regretted.” 

The  editor’s  resignation  followed  a 
dance  attended  by  over  600  people  at 
the  University  to  support  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  FOUNDERS,  a  “Committee 
to  Form  Campus  Organizations.” 


Mobilizing  their  strength,  supporters 
of  the  gay  student  group  also  got  a 
number  of  advertisers  to  cancel  their 
advertisements  in  the  Tempe  Daily 
News  to  protest  the  editorial. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in  getting 
in  touch  with  the  student  group  should 
write  to  Founders,  P.O.  Box  117, 
Tempe,  AZ. 
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‘Relationships’  Highlight  MCC  Gathering 

By  Annette  D.  Gagne  and  Bob  Johnnene, 


PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  The  theme  of 
“Relationships”  brought  together  over 
140  gay  Christians  for  the  Spring 
Northeast  District  Conference  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches 
May  14-16.  The  conference,  held  on 
the  campus  of  Rhode  Island  College, 
included  social  events,  children’s 
events,  liturgy  observances,  district, 
business,  and  rap  sessions. 

The  opening  address  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  given  by  Rev.  Richard 
Dannenfelser,  Presbyterian  chaplain  at 
Brown  University  and  a  specialist  in 
human  relationships  and  sexuality. 
Rev.  Dannenfelser’s  theme  was  “The 
Nature  of  Covenant.”  In  his  address, 
Dannenfelser  emphasized  that  “a  cov¬ 
enant  is  a  celebration  of  love  and 
should  not  just  be  between  two  persons 
but  should  draw  in  all  their  surround¬ 
ing  community.  The  basic  ingredient  in 
any  relationship,  gay  or  straight,  is 
understanding  and  communication,” 
Rev.  Dannenfelser  asserted.  He  also 
discussed  the  importance  of  men 
“overcoming  their  macho  inhibitions 
and  learning  to  give,  share,  and  express 
emotional  feelings.” 

Following  Rev.  Dannenfelser’s  ad¬ 
dress,  four  different  panels  discussed 
different  styles  of  relationships  repre¬ 
sented  by  persons  living  in  those  styles. 
The  first  panel  consisted  of  Rev. 
Edward  Hougen,  worship  coordinator 
of  MCC  Boston,  and  his  wife,  Rev. 
Margaret  Hougen,  a  licensed  minister 
in  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  as  well 
as  Rev.  Hougen’s  lover,  Robert  Stev¬ 
ens.  The  three  of  them  explained  in 
detail  their  relationships  with  each 
other  and  their  love  of  one  another. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  the 
audience,  the  Revs.  Hougen  explained 
their  interpretation  of  adultery  and 


biblical  reasons  behind  it.  “Adultery  is 
an  intent  to  deceive  the  covenant 
between  two  persons,”  they  said.  “It  is 
being  unfaithful  to  the  commitment. 
You  don’t  define  faith  and  love  in 


Rev.  Howard  Gass,  MCC  Northeast 
District  Coordinator  (left)  and  Francis 
Joachin,  MCC  Northeast  District 
Treasurer. 

terms  of  sexual  exclusivity.  Adultery  as 
it  is  found  in  the  Bible  has  a  different 
meaning  —  kings,  the  wealthy,  and 
even  some  of  the  prophets  had  more 
than  one  partner,  depending  on  their 
commitment.” 

The  second  panel  consisted  of  two 
male  couples  representing  a  “sharing 
relationship,”  more  popularly  known 
as  a  “threesome.”  The  two  couples 
asserted  that  they  were  first  and 
foremost  committed  to  each  other  and 
that  both  parties  had  to  agree  on  the 
third.  They  emphasized  that  they 
considered  their  relationship  “a  shar¬ 


ing  with  others  of  the  love  they  have 
for  each  other.”  Both  couples  felt  that 
they  would  feel  threatened  by  an  open 
type  of  relationship  where  each  had 
their  separate  affairs. 

The  third  panel  consisted  of  two 
monogamous  couples,  both  of  whom 
were  women.  They  stated  that  one 
reason  why  many  women  choose  a 
monogamous  relationship  is  that  they 
have  been  conditioned  from  birth  to 
think  in  that  way  and  that  a  relation¬ 
ship  “was  directly  connected  with  the 
child-bearing  thing.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  re-orient  your  consciousness  totally 
in  so  few  years  when  women  have  until 
now  been  placed  into  an  inferior  role,” 
one  of  them  said. 

A  fourth  panel  was  composed  of  a 
woman  and  a  man  who  called  their 
lifestyle  a  “non-relationship.”  They 
indicated  that  they  felt  that-  they 
weren’t  ready  to  commit  themselves  to 
a  permanent  type  of  relationship. 

The  issue  of  relationships  is  vital  to 
MCC,  whose  ministers  perform  Holy 
Unions  to  bless  the  relationships  of 
gays.  Concern  was  expressed  over 
whether  MCC  should  continue  to 
perform  Holy  Unions  until  the  matter 
is  more  clearly  understood.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was  raised  as  to  whether  three 
people  could  have  their  group  relation¬ 
ship  blessed  in  a  Holy  Union. 

Some  delegates  feared  that  if  MCC 
placed  restrictions  on  acceptable  rela¬ 
tionships  and  sexuality,  it  would 
alienate  people  in  the  same  way  gays 
have  been  alienated  from  traditional 
religion.  The  controversy  was  not 
resolved. 

The  causes  represented  by  specific 
caucuses  and  ministries  were  discussed. 
The  prison  ministry  discussed  ways  to 
get  in  touch  with  gay  people  in  prisons 


Philadelphia  Dyketactics  File  Suit  Against  City 


By  Tommi Avicolli 


PHILADELPHIA  —  As  a  result  of 
last  December’s  protest  against  the 
Philadelphia  City  Council  for  its 
refusal  to  bring  gay  rights  bill  #1275 
out  of  the  law  and  government 
committee,  DYKETACTICS  has  filed 
suit  against  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
George  Fencl  (Inspector-in-Arms  of 
the  Civil  Affairs  Unit),  two  unnamed 
police  officers,  and  two  City  Council 
Sergeants-at-Arms.  DYKETACTICS  is 
a  local  lesbian-feminist  group. 

During  the  disruption  which  oc¬ 
curred  when  gays  attending  the  Coun¬ 
cil  session  started  to  chant  “free  1275” 
members  of  DYKETACTICS  were 
thrown  over  chairs  and  pushed  out  of 

North  Shore  has  theirs 
...and  so  does  Boston. 
And  NOW,  so  does  the 
South  Shore  Gay... 
INTRODUCING 
MASS  BAYCOUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
in  Quincy,  Mass. 
Mass  Bay  Call:  472-1331  for  Appt. 
counseling  Individual.Couples. Group 
associates  Counseling  available. 


the  chambers  along  with  some  75-80 
gay  protesters.  Outside,  after  a  short 
sit-in,  protesters  began  to  leave.  How¬ 
ever,  after  the  others  had  gone, 
DYKETACTICS  members  stayed  to 
enact  guerilla  theater  with  a  thirteen 
foot  witch  puppet.  As  they  were 
preparing  to  leave,  they  allege,  they 
were  physically  assaulted  by  members 
of  the  Civil  Affairs  Unit,  thrown  down 
a  couple  of  flights  of  stairs  and  out  of 
City  Hall. 

Six  women  —  Paula  Bacchetta, 
Sherrie  Cohen,  Barbara  Ruth,  Linda  S. 
Norwood,  Sharon  Owens,  and  Kathy 
Velnosky  —  have  been  named  as 
plaintiffs  in  the  civil  action  suit  which 
seeks  damages  for  what  they  claim  to 
be  violation  of  their  civil  rights,  and  an 
injunction  enjoining  the  defendants 
from  further  retaliation  against  the 
plaintiffs.  According  to  Holly  Magui- 
gan,  the  attorney  for  DYKETACTICS, 
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compensatory  damages  of  $10,000  for 
each  plaintiff,  and  $25,000  for  DYKE¬ 
TACTICS,  and  punitive  damages  of 
$25,000  per  individual  and  $25,000  for 
DYKETACTICS  are  beine  soueht. 

Maguigan  stated  during  an  interview 
with  GCN  that  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
has  been  “slow  to  respond”  and  seems 
to  show  “no  interest.”  A  tentative  trial 
date  —  June  15  —  has  been  announced 
although  whether  or  not  they  go  to  trial 
then  depends  on  how  responsive  the 
city  is  to  their  request  for  a  trial. 

At  this  time,  DYKETACTICS  is 
asking  for  a  jury  trial,  although  they 
have  the  option  to  change  their  minds 
if  they  later  wish. 

Barbara  Ruth  of  DYKETACTICS, 
and  one  of  the  plaintiffs  in  the  suit, 
stressed  the  need  for  funds.  DYKE¬ 
TACTICS  is  seeking  groups  willing  to 
do  benefits  to  help  defray  the  cost  of 
the  trial.  Incidently,  this  civil  action 
suit  represents  the  first  time  lesbians 
have  filed  charges  against  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  harassment  and  brutality. 

Donations  can  be  sent  to  DYKE¬ 
TACTICS,  Legal  Fund,  c/o  Free 
Women’s  School,  Penn  Women’s  Cen¬ 
ter,  112  Logan  Hall,  Phila.,  PA  19174. 


THE 


(TRMEpDS 

Off  Season  Special 
for  2  nights 

Double  accommodations  $20-25 
Single  accommodations  $15 

Call  and  make  reservations  now 

12  JOHNSON  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN.  MA  026S7 
.  -  (617)  487-0138 


and  set  up  services  such  as  job 
placement  and  gay  halfway  house 
programs.  Connie  DiCenzo  from 
Providence  said  prison  aid  organiza¬ 
tions  like  Church  Women  United  and 
The  National  Prisoners  Reform  As¬ 
sociation  tend  to  be  homophobic  and 
present  an  obstacle  to  MCC’s  efforts  at 
organizing  gay  prisoners.  She  also  said 
wardens  and  “fear  on  the  part  of 
prisoners”  prevented  gays  from  be¬ 
coming  organized. 

The  District  approved  the  entrance 
of  MCC  into  a  new  area  of  concern: 
that  of  the  terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped.  The  program  is  officially 
termed  the  Innovative  Ministry.  The 
local  coordinator  is  Michael  Nord- 
strum  of  Providence,  who  is  aiming  to 
set  up  a  network  of  Innovative 
Ministries  throughout  MCC.  A  funding 
campaign  was  conducted  during  the 
conference  weekend. 

The  women’s  caucus  dealt  with  the 
inclusion  of  women  on  ministerial  and 
administrative  staffs  and  making  the 
liturgy  more  inclusive  of  women.  Four 
women  were  licensed  as  ministers  by 
the  District  at  the  conference.  Marge 
Ragona  from  New  York  said  the  new 
women  ministers  will  help  the  cause  of 
women  in  MCC.  Previously  there  had 
been  no  women  on  the  ministerial  staff 
for  the  district.  Ragona  said  the 
presence  of  women  in  MCC  had 
improved  because  “At  least  now  we’ve 
gotten  the  District  to  deal  with  it 
openly.”  A  women’s  MCC  newsletter 
is  also  being  organized  by  Jean  Gralley 
from  New  York. 

A  scholarship  program  was  dis¬ 
cussed  at  the  Black  caucus  and  the 
District  appointed  a  committee  to  estab¬ 
lish  criteria  for  eligibility.  The  Black 
caucus  also  discussed  plans  for  a 
special  Black  liturgy  at  the  upcoming 
national  MCC  conference  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

New  officers  of  the  Northeast  Dis¬ 
trict  were  elected  for  a  term  of  two 
years.  They  are:  Rev.  Howard  Gaass 
from  Baltimore,  District  Coordinator; 
Rev.  John  Isbell  from  Washington, 
D.C.,  Assistant  District  Coordinator; 
James  Wannamaker,  District  Secretary 
and  Francis  Joachim  from  Brooklyn, 
District  Treasurer. 

A  unique  feature  of  the  conference 
was  a  special  mini-conference  for  the 
children  of  those  attending,  a  highlight 
of  which  was  a  service  for  children, 
ranging  in  age  from  3  to  14,  completely 
planned  by  themselves.  Many  of  the 
adults  attending  did  so  thinking  they 
would  placate  the  young  persons  and 
were  totally  unprepared  for  what  was 
in  store  for  them.  “Are  you  ashamed 
of  your  gayness?”  asked  the  14-year- 
old  boy  who  conducted  the  service. 
Adults  attending  were  asked  questions 
like  “Do  you  think  your  children  will 
love  you  less  because  you  are  gay?” 
The  older  people  attending  the  service 
were  impressed  by  the  sensitivity  and 
awareness  of  the  young  people  to  some 
very  important  problems. 

The  conference  ended  on  Sunday 
morning  with  a  service  at  which 
William  Stringfellow,  noted  and  re¬ 
spected  theologian,  spoke. 
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Bunny  Blasts  New  Warren  Novel 


n 


The  Fancy  Dancer,  by  Patricia  Nell  Warren.  Wm.  Morrow  &  Co., 

Inc.,  New  York;  1976.  $7.95;  287  tear-soaked  pages. 

A  Review  by  Bunny  LaRue 

Is  Patricia  Neil  Warren  the  gay  name  of  Gordon  Merrick?  Or, 
possibly,  the  “son  of”  Mary  Renault?  Will  success  in  sodomy  spoil 
Rock  Hunter?  And  will  boy-love  at  long  last  find  Andy  Hardy?  I 
don’t  know,  but  when  the  news  does  break  Patricia  Neil  Warren  will 
undoubtedly  be  the  first  with  the  scoop.  Can  you  wait ?  The  Fancy 
Dancer  makes  The  Front  Runner  look  like  Little  Women. 

Candid,  daring  and  full  of  bleeding  heart,  The  Fancy  Dancer  is  a 


no-holds-barred  probe  into  how  love  finds  a  naive  priest  in  the  small 
town  of  Cottonwood,  Montana  —  by  way  of  an  Indian  named  Vidal 
Stump.  The  real  trouble  with  this  book,  however,  is  not  with  the 
author’s  writing:  the  trouble  is  in  her  mind\ 

One  thing  you  can  say  about  this  author  is  that  she  has  three 
names  much  like  Mary  Roberts  Rinehart.  She  also  prefers  titles  made 
of  three  words.  Since  Ms.  Warren  works  in  “real  life”  on  the 
“condensation  desk”  for  The  Reader's  Digest  (that  three-word 
nomenclature  again!),  let  us  wish  for  her  the  same  fate  for  this  new 
novel  as  her  previous  one:  that  when  The  Reader’s  Digest  buys  it,  it 
lands  on  Warren’s  desk  for  shrinkage.  It  would  read  best  as  a 
500-word  precis  in  a  Cliff’s  Notes  version.  CRAPOLA! 


Some  People  Shouldn’t  Write  Gay  Books 


Radclyffe  Hall  at  the  Well  of  Loneli¬ 
ness:  A  Sapphic  Chronicle,  by  Lovat 
Dickson. 

A  Review  by  Nancy  Williamson 

Lovat  Dickson  says  that  he  was 
asked  by  Una  Troubridge  to  write  this 
book  about  her  extraordinary  twenty- 
eight-year  relationship  with  Radclyffe 
Hall  because  “she  wanted  someone 
who  had  experience  of  handling  liter¬ 
ary  property,  and  was  honest.  I  was 
that  paragon.”  (This  criterion  is  not 
surprising  given  the  bad  experiences 
Radclyffe  Hall  had  with  publishers  and 
agents.)  At  first  Dickson  refused  this 
undertaking: 

“  ...  At  45  my  mind  still  harboured 
those  early  inhibitions  (about  sexual 
deviancy).  Una  was  able  to  help  to 
shake  me  free  of  them  before  there 
was  a  general  discarding  of  them 
everywhere.” 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Dickson 
changed  his  mind  about  writing  the 
book,  because  he  has  no  understanding 
of  lesbianism  or  female  psychology. 
He  was  not,  in  fact,  shaken  free  of  his 
inhibitions  and  prejudices.  I  think  it  is 
true  that  he  came  to  like  and  respect 
Una.  He  also  felt  an  obligation  after 
her  death,  to  fulfill  her  wish  that  he 
write  the  book;  he  had  “an  eerie 
feeling  that  beyond  this  veil  of  life 
some  insistence  is  being  bent  upon 
me.”  Una  Troubridge  and  Radclyffe 
Hall  were  strong  women  used  to 
getting,  one  way  or  another,  what  they 
wanted.  I  do  not  doubt  that  Dickson 
felt  an  insistence  from  beyond  the 
grave  to  write  this  book.  It  is  sad, 
however,  especially  in  light  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  known  them  both  personal¬ 
ly  and  had  access  to  all  their  personal 
papers  that  he  was  unable  to  do  a 
better  job.  He  believes  he  is  pleading 
for  acceptance  and  understanding  of 
homosexuals  (Radclyffe  Hall’s  own 
purpose  in  writing  The  Well  of 
Loneliness).  But  his  patronizing  atti¬ 
tude  and  blatant  bias  condemn  the 
book  to  failure. 

Radclyffe  Hall  and  Una  Troubridge 
were  determined  to  have  the  world 
understand  lesbianism  in  general  and 
their  own  relationship  in  particular. 
However,  both  of  them  had  a  very 
limited  understanding  of  female  psy¬ 
chology  and  even  of  their  own  natures. 
Given  their  confusion  and  misinforma¬ 
tion,  it  is  not  strange  to  me  that  a 
biographer  would  have  a  difficult  time 
writing  about  their  relationship.  Ac¬ 
cepting  their  interpretation  of  their 
sexuality  —  based  on  nineteenth- 


century  medical  and  psychological 
thought  —  Dickson  makes  no  effort  to 
examine  their  lives  from  a  con¬ 
temporary  point  of  view.  He  states  in 
the  Foreword  that  he  wishes  to  “show 
her  (RH)  as  the  unique  personality  she 
was,  part  of  a  twentyish  scene  now 
vanished  in  the  clearer  if  harsher  light 
of  our  times.”  This  he  does,  fairly 
well,  although  in  a  style  lacking  literary 
merit. 

He  also  gives  a  good  picture  of  the 
scandal  and  legal  persecution  of  Rad¬ 
clyffe  Hall  surrounding  publication  of 
The  Well  of  Loneliness.  He  does  not, 
however,  go  beyond  the  narrow  con¬ 
fines  of  the  historical  period  to  place 
the  personalities  within  a  larger  psy¬ 
chological  and  historical  framework.  If 
a  biographer  cannot  bring  to  bear  upon 
the  past  our  present  understanding, 
then  why  write  about  it  other  than  for 
nostalgia’s  sake  and  to  record  names, 
dates,  places,  incidents  and  outmoded 
political,  philosophical,  religious,  so¬ 
ciological  and  psychological  perspec¬ 
tives?  This  is,  in  fact,  what  Lovat 
Dickson  does  in  his  chronicle  of  Una 
Troubridge  and  Radclyffe  Hall. 

Throughout  the  book  Dickson  refers 
to  the  couple’s  “deviant  nature”  and 
their  “pathology.”  Homosexuality  is  a 
“congenital  disease,”  “inversion,”  “a 
stigma,”  “a  tragic  quirk  of  fate,” 
“nature’s  trick.”  Despite  his  pro¬ 
claimed  admiration  for  these  two 
women,  Dickson  uses  the  language  and 
ideas  of  the  nineteenth  -  century  to 
portray  them.  He  persists  in  believing 
them  to  be  “mentally  deranged.” 
Persistently  he  demonstrates  an  amaz¬ 
ing  ignorance  of  psychology  as  when 
he  naively  says  of  Andrea,  Una’s 
daughter,  that  “her  odd  upbringing 
never  seemed  to  have  hardened  her,  or 
turned  her  into  a  psychotic  .  .  .  she  was 
the  jolliest  person  imaginable,  happily 
married  .  .  .  .” 

He  attributes  the  physical  illnesses 
that  plague  both  Una  and  Radclyffe  to 
their  sexual  practices: 

“  .  .  .  it  is  clear  that  the  sexual 
practices  of  lesbianism  induced  some 
gynecological  woes  of  an  unhappy 
kind  for  which  the  medical  treatment 
can  be  protracted  and  painful.” 
Dickson  gives  no  medical  evidence  to 
document  why  this  is  so  clear.  Una  and 
Radclyffe  were  not  healthy  women 
either  emotionally  or  physically.  But 
neither  were  thousands  of  other 
nineteenth-century  women.  There  is  no 
data  to  indicate  an  association  between 
homosexuality  and  mental  pathology 
or  any  physical  illness.  Such  a  view  is 


clearly  an  emotional  bias  of  the 
author’s. 

Una  and  Radclyffe  were  intensely 
interested,  for  a  period  of  their  lives,  in 
psychic  phenomena.  They  were  also 
practicing  Catholics.  Dickson  suggests 
that  the  contradiction  of  embracing 
both  these  beliefs  indicates  that  they 
were  “all  at  least  a  little  mentally 
deranged.”  He  is  not  content  to 
portray  the  principals  as  psychopathic 
but  must  lump  their  friends  into  the 
same  category. 

Finally,  throughout  the  book  he 
asserts  that  the  reason  homosexual 
(termed  “unholy”  and  “unnatural”) 
unions  do  not  last  is  because  “this  love 
is  barren.  It  is  in  that  sense  a  finite 
love.”  Yet  the  relationship  about 
which  he  is  writing  lasted  twenty-eight 
years  until  Radclyffe  Hall  died.  Dick¬ 
son  himself  shows  time  and  time  again 
from  the  personal  letters,  diaries,  and 
memorabilia  that  the  love  was  pro¬ 
found,  deep,  intense,  and  lasting: 

“  .  .  .  Nor  could  he  (Una’s  husband) 
have  imagined  how  deep  their  love 
for  each  other  had  become.  It  was 
not  a  case  of  sexual  love  only;  it  was 
an  absolute  awareness  of  each  for 
the  other  that  made  the  senses,  the 
very  thoughts  and  anxieties  of  one  as 
real  to  the  other  as  though  they  had 
occurred  to  her.  Una  notes  in  her 
diary  examples  of  the  constant 
telepathy  between  them.  When  one 
of  them  is  coming  home  by  train 
from  London  unannounced  the  oth¬ 
er  starts  to  walk  to  the  station  to 
meet  her.  When  one  is  ill  the  other 
becomes  ill;  when  one  is  happy,  the 
spirits  of  the  other  lift  with  her.  It 
was  an  intertwining  of  soul  and 
body  each  with  the  other,  and 
against  this  the  appeal  of  male 
vitality  had  no  chance  whatsoever.” 
In  describing  the  end  of  an  affair 
that  Radclyffe  Hall  had  toward  the  end 
of  her  life,  he  captures  the  essence  of 
the  bond  between  Una  and  RH: 

“  .  .  .  But  one  factor  she  (Souline, 
RH’s  other  lover)  could  not  measure 
because  she  had  no  experience  of  it, 
was  the  loyalty  which  is  another 
form  of  love  that  binds  two  people 
together  who  are  no  longer  stirred 
by  physical  passion.” 

Still  he  must  deny  the  legitimacy  of 
this  love  despite  the  evidence  he 
himself  piles  up.  Something  must  be 
lacking  because  they  were  both  wo¬ 
men.  It  was  not  love;  nor  loyalty;  nor 
companionship,  friendship,  common¬ 
ality;  nor  commitment.  The  only  thing 


Radclyffe  Hall  the  year  ‘The  Well  of 


Loneliness’  was  published.  1928. 

left  to  be  missing  is  a  child.  It  is,  then, 
the  barrenness  of  the  relationship,  of 
all  homosexual  unions,  that  he  finally 
comes  back  to  —  a  shaky  foundation, 
in  my  view,  upon  which  to  build  an 
argument,  especially  when  one  uses 
this  relationship  as  evidence. 

This  could  have  been  an  important 
book.  Radclyffe  Hall  and  Una  Trou¬ 
bridge  made  a  great  contribution  to 
what  we  now  call  the  “gay  move¬ 
ment.”  Throughout  long  lives  of 
public  humiliation  and  private  dis¬ 
appointment,  they  courageously  cham¬ 
pioned  the  rights  of  homosexuals. 
Lovat  Dickson  labels  their  courage  and 
determination  in  the  political  arena 
“egomania,”  their  sexuality  “unnatu¬ 
ral,”  their  love  “unholy,”  but, 
through  his  ineptitude  as  a  biographer, 
the  lives  of  these  two  individuals  shine 
from  “beyond  this  veil  of  life”  as 
devoted,  stalwart,  loyal  lovers  who 
faced  and  survived  enormous  obstacles 
in  their  personal  and  public  lives. 
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A  New  Bloomsbury  Love  Story 


o 


Zoe’s  Book,  by  Gail  Pass.  Houghton 

Mifflin  Co.,  1976. 

A  Review  by  Nancy  Williamson 

Bloomsbury.  The  ’20s.  The  war  is 
over.  Women  have  the  vote.  It’s  hard 
to  get  good  servants  anymore.  Virginia 
Woolf  and  Vita  Sackville-West  are 
lovers.  EVERYONE  is  embroiled  in 
the  Radclyffe  Hall  case.  Weekends  in 
the  country  and  months  on  the 
Continent  are  still  a  favored  pastime. 
Virginia  and  Vita,  Lytton  Strachey  and 
Katherine  Mansfield  and  Carrington, 
Radclyffe  Hall  and  Una  Troubridge, 
Vanessa  and  Clive  Bell,  Gertrude  and 
Alice  et  al  provide  an  elegant  backdrop 
for  the  playing  out  of  a  lovestory 
between  two  women  of  whom  even  the 
most  avid  Bloomsbury  fans  will  not 
have  heard.  And  one  of  these  women 
purportedly  had  a  liaison  in  1928  with 
the  fabulous  green-eyed  goddess  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

But  this  is  not  the  story  of  one  of 
Virginia’s  minor  relationships  despite 
the  blurb  on  the  cover  of  the  book.  Nor 


is  it  yet  another  story  about  the 
Bloomsbury  group.  The  Bloomsbury 
setting  is  captivating,  probably  guaran¬ 
tees  the  book  to  sell,  and  adds 
immensely  to  its  dramatic  impact  (I 
haven’t  read  a  novel  with  such  an 
unusual  structure  since  The  French 
Lieutenant’s  Woman),  but  it  is  only  a 
setting.  Gail  Pass  could  have  as  easily 
placed  this  passionate  25-year  relation¬ 
ship  between  Zoe  Mohr  and  Julia 
Carroll  Gordon  in  Renaissance  Italy  or 
Tsarist  Russia;  her  superior  artistic 
skill  and  psychological  insight  allow 
the  relationship  to  transcend  barriers 
of  time  and  class. 

Yet  there  were  moments  while 
reading  the  novel  when  I  wished  it  were 
set  in  some  other  less  familiar  time,  so 
that  the  drama  of  these  two  incredible 
women  could  have  taken  a  less  classic 
turn.  I  sometimes  tire  of  the  stereotype 
of  the  rich,  tormented,  brilliant, 
Anglo-Saxon  lesbian.  Furthermore, 
there  is  a  danger,  I  think,  in  viewing 
lesbianism  so  frequently  from  this 
historical  perspective  even  though  (or 


because?)  it  is  so  compelling.  We  may 
become  so  enchanted  with  Bloomsbury 
and  similar  settings  as  to  forget  that  all 
lesbians  prior  to  the  late  ’60s  did  not 
exist  in  the  upper-class  milieu  of 
Victorian/Edwardian  England  or  An¬ 
cient  Greece.  (In  fact,  these  are  the 
ones  we  know  most  about  because, 
after  all,  it  has  always  been  the  upper 
classes  who  have  had  the  freedom  to 
pursue  such  relationships  openly  and 
the  time  and  inclination  to  write  about 
them.)* 

Is  it  the  inherent  fascination  of 
Bloomsbury  that  brings  us  back  to  it 
over  and  over  again,  writers  and 
readers  alike?  Or  is  it  that  part  of  us, 
that  still  dark  corner*  of  our  mind, 
wherein  we  like  to  think  of  ourselves 
as,  if  not  rich,  at  least  brilliant  and 
tormented?  The  Radclyffe  Hall  les¬ 
bian,  that  so-called  “invert”  of  not-so- 
long  ago,  is  still  very  much  present  in 
popular  sexual  mythology.  Perhaps  she 
is  not  so  totally  absent  from  the 
fantasies  of  those  of  us  who  claim 
more  sophistication  and  liberation.  It 


is  just  this  setting  of  ourselves  aside, 
whether  through  psychological,  socio¬ 
logical  or  biological  models,  in  fantas> 
and  in  reality,  that  locks  us  into  an 
image  that  is,  ultimately,  self¬ 
destructive.  Heterosexuals  have  usually 
created  those  models,  but  we  have 
adopted  them.  As  in  the  case  of 
Radclyffe  Hall  and  other  lesbians  of 
the  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth 
centuries,  they  seemed  to  create  and 
nurture  their  own  “inversion.” 

It  is  the  ordinariness  of  women 
loving,  the  normalcy  of  it,  the  uni¬ 
versality  of  it,  that  I  long  to  read  about 
and  hope  for  whenever  I  pick  up  a 
book  about  lesbians  (which  is,  given 
the  market,  all  too  infrequently).  It  is 
what  we  have  in  common  with  all 
humanity  that  I  am  ready  to  explore  in 
life  and  art  rather  than  what  sets  us 
apart.  The  bizarre  aspects  of  our 
heritage  are  interesting  and  one  can 
learn  from  them,  but  they  have  been 
explored  in  depth.  These  reflections  of 
mine  were  stirred  by  Zoe’s  Book  but 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


Remembering  Allyn  in  Poetry  and  Prose 
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Night  Blooming:  About  Allyn  Amund¬ 
son,  edited  by  Salvatore  Farinella. 
Boston:  Good  Gay  Poets,  1976. 
Paper  $2.00. 


By  Rudy  Kikel 

I  was  not  one  of  those  Bostonians 
who  knew  Allyn  personally,  but  I  knew 
and  admired  his  work  —  from  having 
seen  it  in  the  apartments  of  friends  and 
in  his  Loeb  show  a  few  years  ago.  And 


so  I  welcomed  this  opportunity  to 
know  more  about  the  man.  In  this 
respect  Night  Blooming  is  a  little 
frustrating:  it  does  not  tell  us  much 
more  about  him  than  we  knew  or 
suspected  already.  There  is  no  chrono¬ 
logical  list  of  his  achievements,  no 
mention,  even,  within  the  book’s  cover 
of  the  date  of  his  death:  February 
20,  1975.  For  whom,  then,  was  the 
book  intended?  It  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  written  for  addicted  fans  of 
his  art,  whose  unique  qualities  may 
even  be  slighted  within  its  pages  (“He 
was  not  an  innovator  nor  did  he  aspire 
to  be  one”).  The  few  charming 
word-and-line  drawings  in  the  manner 
of  Kenneth  Patchen  that  the  book 
includes  provide  a  scanty  introduction 
to  his  work.  Is  the  book  intended, 
then,  for  “the  friends”?  Yes,  in  a  way. 
But  it  is  also  to  us,  something  his 
friends  seem  to  have  felt  they  had  to  do 
before  us.  The  publication  of  Night 
Blooming  is  an  expiation  for  what  the 
people  close  to  Allyn  Amundson  may 
have  sensed  as  their  failure  to  spare 
him  his  death.  As  such,  it  raises 
questions  of  terrifying  import  for  some 
of  us  who  are  artists  and  for  all  of  us 
who  are  gay  people. 

The  book’s  prose  passages  can  be 
neatly  accounted  for  in  terms  of  their 
objectivity  or  subjectivity.  Two  of  the 
more  factual  pieces  are  those  of 
Eugenia  Parry  Janis  and  Dolores 
Klaich,  from  whom  we  learn  some  of 
the  details  concerning  Allyn’s  pro¬ 
venance  (Baraboo,  Wisonsin),  school¬ 
ing  and  awards,  and  his  influence  on 
others  —  particularly  on  Klaich  —  as 
“that  rare  being:  a  non-sexist  male.” 

From  his  lover  Tom  Farley  we  get  a 
surprisingly  impartial  portrait,  sympa¬ 
thetic  but  analytical,  of  Allyn  as 
intimate:  “He  could  be  obstinate, 
imperious,  and  downright  obnoxious 
and  loud  but  he  was  so  damn  infectious 
that  you  usually  forgot  or  overlooked 
his  bad  points.” 

Also  included  are  a  number  of 
poems  dedicated  to  Allyn  or  written 
for  him  at  the  time  of  his  death  by  Jon 
Franck,  Glenn  Johnson,  and  Andy 
Kopecki.  The  volume  closes  with  three 
longer  works  in  which  we  Find  poets 
James  Frase-White,  Charley  Shively, 


and  Sal  Farinella  resorting  to  the 
devices  of  meaningful  repetition  (to 
interspersed  quotation,  incantatory 
question,  and  canto  division)  in  order 
to  express  in  form  the  gravity  and 
solemnity  of  their  feelings. 

In  terms  of  poetic  quality,  Night 
Blooming  offers  a  variety  of  attrac¬ 
tions.  There  are  the  delicate  enjamb- 
ments  in  the  First  stanza  of  David 
Eberly’s  “Myth”: 

Flung  from  a  window  five  flights  up 
a  blinded  painter  breaks 
into  bloom,  fleeing 
hope. 

There  are  the  mordant  glimpses  Shively 
gives  us,  rendered  in  his  awfully 
appropriate  gunfire  form,  of  the  vision 
that  he  presumes  “drew  Allyn  out”: 

captured  victims 
monopoly  capital  land 
lords  driving  prices 
up  and  out  he  goes 
we  own  no  land 
no  homestead 
no  streets 
no  future 
no  children 
no  heirlooms. 

Perhaps  the  most  poignant  poetry  in 
Night  Blooming  comes,  ironically,  in 
Farinella’s  long  prose  piece  “Is  There 
Life  Before  Death?”  which  I  find 
impossible  to  write,  without  tears. 
Farinella  lays  himself  open  in  this 
excruciatingly  detailed  memoir  of  how 
each  friend  found  support  in  the  other 
after  his  or  her  first  trying  phone  call: 
“All  the  friends  got  it  this  way.  Then 
one  by  one  the  crying,  the  wailing,  the 
keening  started  all  over  the  city  — 
Boston,  New  York  started  the  moan, 
Santa  Barbara  groaned  and  all  the 
other  places  where  I  don’t  know  the 
names,  the  people  behind  the  names, 
the  places,  the  people  the  magical  man 
touched  .  .  .  .”  Farinella  calls  up  the 
specter  of  the  dead  artist:  “What  do 
you  think,  of  this  Allyn?  Is  this  a  lot  of 
shit?  Do  you  love  me  for  it  this 
re-living,  the  opening  of  a  partially 
healed  wound?”  And  he  invokes  the 
ghost  with  reason.  It  is  the  burden  of 
the  Farinella  piece  in  particular  and  the 
book  in  general  to  acknowledge  a  sense 
of  guilt:  “Aren’t  we  somehow  respon¬ 
sible  in  part  for  all  that  terrible  stuff 


happening?  All  the  incredible  furs  he 
puts  over  his  shoulders,  all  the  amulets 
he  hung  around  his  neck  did  not 
assuage  his  helplessness,  the  guilt  and 
he  always  drank.” 

This  is  one  of  the  meditations  the 
book,  by  implication,  involves  us  in: 
how  responsible  were  the  friends,  who 

seem  to  have  fallen  away  from 
Amundson  in  the  weeks  or  months 
preceding  his  suicide?  “It  was  easier 
not  come  by  and  watch  the  disintegra¬ 
tion,”  Farinella  tells  us.  “I  thought  I 
was  alone  in  this  but  I  wasn’t.”  How 
much  is  any  of  us  responsible  for  the 
lives  of  others?  Farinella,  himself 
unsure,  asks  of  the  friends,  tells  them, 
‘ells  Allyn’s  ghost,  ultimately  tells  us: 
“He  was  a  grown  man  —  weren’t 
you  —  after  all.  He  had  some 
responsibility  to  himself  and  we  wor¬ 
ried.” 

The  other  meditation  the  book 
allows  for  is  an  imposing  one.  Dolores 
Klaich  tells  us:  “Allyn,  like  the  poet 
Renee  Vivien,  was  not  a  survivor.  But 
they  certainly  were  livers.”  Well,  then, 
how  might  he  have  become  a  survivor? 
How  may  we,  still?  Is  it  enough  to  say, 
as  Farinella  does,  that  “he  drank  too 
much  because  he  was  an  artist?”  The 
editor  alludes  to  an  erotic  episode  in 
Allyn’s  life:  “One  night  Allyn  met  a 
new  star  at  Sporter’s  Cafe  and  Lounge. 
When  they  decided  that  they  would  see 
each  other  through  the  night,  Aliyn 
congratulated  the  young  man  because 
that  night  (his)  night  blooming  Cereus 
would  bloom.  He  was  extraordinarily 
lucky  for  the  flower  bloomed  only  once 
a  year.  Their  meeting  heralded  by  the 
momentous  blooming  must  certainly 
signify  a  new  star  on  the  horizon  and 
true  love.  Everything  was  colored  with 
this  romance.”  Might  Allyn  have  been 
too  much  attracted  to,  too  frozen  into 
a  world  of  fantasy  for  his  own  good 
and  the  good  of  his  art?  The  haunting 
of  Sporter’s,  the  heavy  drinking,  the 
fear  of  travel,  of  being  alone,  of  being 
a  “downer”:  was  accommodated 
enough  to  the  painfulness  of  life, 
which  willy-nilly  changes  and  with 
which  we  must  also  change?  For  all  his 
“living,”  his  “outrageous”  behavior, 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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film 


A  Review  by  Nancer  Ballard 

An  evening  with  Jan  Oxenburg 
proved  to  be  a  most  enjoyable  and 
natural  act.  Sunday,  May,  16  the 
Harvard/Radcliffe  Women’s  Center 
presented  the  California  feminist  film¬ 
maker,  and  her  films:  “Home  Movie,” 
“I’m  Not  One  of  Them,”  and  her 
latest,  “A  Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural 
Acts.”  Oxenburg  gave  the  audience 
background  information  and  told  sev¬ 
eral  anecdotes  about  the  films.  This 
allowed  the  audience  to  feel  part  of  the 
film  production,  the  pleasant  result  of 
the  filmmaker’s  presence  at  a  showing. 

The  first  film  on  the  program  (which 
is  presently  completing  an  East  Coast 
tour)  is  a  look  at  the  suburban 
childhood  and  adolescent  influences  on 
a  woman’s  self-image.  “Home  Movie” 
is  one  of  about  a  half  dozen  women’s 
and  gay  films  depicting  the  meta¬ 
morphosis  from  unthinking  suburbia  to 


self-identification  (the  most  illustrious 
and  one  of  the  first  being  “Growing 
Up  Female”);  it  is  good,  but  not 
terribly  novel  at  this  point.  The  first 
films  of  this  type  struck  notes  of 
universality,  but  the  market  is  glutted 
and  this  makes  them  seem  more 
personal,  though  this  is  not  the  fault  of 
any  one  film  or  filmmaker. 

One  gets  the  impression  that  nearly 
all  lesbians  emerge  from  white  or 
nearly  white  middle  class  suburban 
high  schools  with  moderately  well-kept 
football  Fields,  which  is  certainly  not 
true.  I  would  like  to  see  the  story  of  a 
Native  American  or  Chicano  lesbian 
growing  up  in  a  ghetto  or  on  a 
reservation,  but  as  of  yet,  although 
there  may  well  be  Chicano  and  Native 
American  lesbians,  there  is  a  decided 
lack  of  films  about  them. 

“I’m  Not  One  of  Them,”  Oxen- 


Bloomsbury 


(Continued  from  page  9) 
are  not  meant  to  be  negative  statements 
about  it.  The  book  “worked”  extreme¬ 
ly  well;  it  is  surely  the  best  novel  I  have 
ever  read  about  a  lesbian  relationship. 
Julia  Carroll  Gordon  and  Zoe  Mohr 
transcend  their  historical  setting,  as 
characters  in  all  good  novels  do,  to 
offer  us  a  rich  and  authentic  picture  of 
women  in  love. 

"'The  scene  from  literature  that  comes 
immediately  to  my  mind  as  an  illustra¬ 
tion  of  ordinary  women  loving  is  in 
The  French  Lieutenant’s  Woman , 
when  the  serving  girl  slips  in  to  Sarah’s 
bed  one  night  for  comfort  in  her  grief 
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over  a  lost  lover  and  continues  to  sleep 
with  her  afterward.  John  Fowles, 
describing  the  prevalence  of  women 
sleeping  together  in  Victorian  England, 
places  this  incident  in  its  psycho- 
historical  perspective  as  more  than 
sharing  a  bed  and  less  than  passionate 
sex.  Another,  less  intellectual  explora¬ 
tion  of  this  phenomenon  occurs  in  the 
BBC’s  television  production  of  Up¬ 
stairs,  Downstairs  in  the  relationship 
between  Sarah  and  Rose.  Of  course, 
there  is  a  vast  difference  between 
sleeping  in  the  same  bed  and  sexual 
intercourse.  Yet  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  beautiful  aspects  of 
(Continued  on  page  13^ 
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burg’s  second  film,  is  a  short  interview 
with  a  woman  at  a  roller  derby  on  the 
subject  of  lesbianism.  Visually  the  film 
follows  the  action  in  the  rink  as  the 
skaters  whirl  around  the  rink  and  scrap 
with  each  other  in  the  corners.  Al¬ 
though  such  a  set-up  seems  ripe  with 
possibilities  (juxtaposing  the  negative 
attitudes  about  lesbians  against  action 
in  the  rink  and  the  camaraderie  of  the 
women  team  members),  for  the  most 
part  these  are  not  realized.  The 
interview  is  not  connected  enough  to 
what’s  happening  in  the  derby  to  give  a 
real  sense  of  it's,  having  to  take  place 
there.  The  action  shots  of  the  court 
are,  some  of  them,  very  good,  especial¬ 
ly  the  sequence  with  the  referees,  but 
no  particular  team  members  are  made 
to  stand  out  or  characterized.  The 
viewer’s  sense  of  watching  a  common 
team  effort  rather  than  a  particularly 
self-centered  scramble  in  Filene’s  base¬ 
ment  is  muddy.  If  real  toughness, 
endurance,  and  team  spirit  are  essential 
qualities  of  a  roller  derby,  this  did  not 
come  through.  The  monologue  by  the 
interviewee  is  quite  good. 

“A  Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural  Acts” 
shows  a  real  growth  and  sophistication 
in  Oxenburg’s  film  making.  This  film 
(which  was  banned  in  Provincetown 
until  a  special  screening  for  the  Chief 
of  Police  could  be  arranged)  takes  six 
straight-identified  stereotypes  of  the 
lesbian  and  exaggerates  them  to  ab¬ 
surdity  but  (and  this  is  what  greatly 
distinguishes  the  film)  not  at  the 
expense  of  lesbians.  One  never  gets  the 
uncomfortable  feeling  one  feels  often, 
around  female  comediennes  whose 
laughs  come  from  self-depreciation 
and/or  depreciation  of  women  in 
general.  Even  the  most  dangerous 
sequences  (role  playing  and  “non¬ 


monogamy”)  are  staged  with  sensi¬ 
tivity;  the  comedy  arising  from  one’s 
view  of  the  situation  and  not  the 
characters  portrayed. 

The  first  comedy  act  is  titled  “The 
Wallflower”  and  involves  a  ferociously 
heterosexual  ’50s  greaser /bobby  sox 
set-up  with  the  inevitable  record 
changer  wall  flower,  whose  unpopular¬ 
ity  takes  a  humorous  twist.  Oxenburg’s 
attention  to  detail,  such  as  the  ex¬ 
changing  of  used  chewing  gum  by  the 
greaser  and  his  girl  is  especially  good. 

“Non-monogamy,”  the  third  act, 
deserves  special  note.  It  is  the  only 
sequence  that  uses  different  sound  and 
images  and  succeeds  as  effectively  with 
understatement  as  the  other  five  do 
with  exaggeration.  The  track  is  a 
theoretically  perfect  (this  often  trans¬ 
lates  into  personally  impossible)  mani¬ 
festo  on  the  need  for  non-possessive 
love.  The  visual  is  a  woman  juggling. 
The  expressions  on  the  juggler’s  face 
reflect  the  amusement,  determination, 
smugness,  frustration  and  confusion 
immediately  recognizable  to  anyone 
familiar  with  the  situation.  No  matter 
which  position  one  currently  holds  on 
the  monogamy/non-monogamy  dilem¬ 
ma,  the  scene  is  a  joy. 

There  are  many  fine  moments  in  the 
other  acts  as  well,  but  they  are  finer 
seen  than  read  about  and  there  is  a 
special  delight  in  seeing  Oxenburg’s 
well-timed  reversals  for  the  first  time. 
The  film  ends  with  an  exaggeration  of 
the  “Stompin’  Dyke,”  that  legendary 
super  tough  who  eats  nails  for  break¬ 
fast,  the  one  for  whom  all  crowds  part 
in  fear  and  awe,  the  one  everyone 
wishes  at  some  time  they  could  be,  the 
one  who  humanizes  and  strengthens  us 
all  for  being  impossible,  impractical, 
but  very  imaginable. 
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Family:  Myths,  Mothers,  Memories 


By  Don  Shewey 

The  other  night  I  was  riding  my  bike 
in  Cambridge,  and  I  started  thinking 
about  my  family.  Some  fragmented 
memories  of  past  moments  flashed  into 
my  head  —  my  father  screaming  at  my 
sister  Barbara  about  some  spilled  rice;  . 
my  sisters  and  I  standing  at  the  window 
of  a  shopping  center  bar  watching  my 
father  getting  drunk;  my  father  fist¬ 
fighting  with  my  sister  Marianne  in  the 
kitchen;  Marianne  breaking  down  on 
the  phone  telling  me  about  separating 
from  her  husband;  my  mother  visiting 
me  in  the  hospital  when  I  underwent 
major  surgery  at  1 1 . 

I  also  remembered  lengthier  episodes 
involving  my  family.  When  I  visited 
my  family  in  Colorado  during  Christ¬ 
mas  vacation  of  my  sophomore  year  in 
college,  my  mother  and  I  went  shop¬ 
ping  on  the  day  I  was  scheduled  to  fly 
back  to  Texas.  We  didn’t  get  home 
until  the  last  minute  and  had  to  rush  to 
get  to  the  airport.  My  father  was  so 
furious  that  we  were  late  that  he 
refused  to  see  me  off  at  the  airport  and 
stayed  home,  which  ended  my  vacation 
on  a  sour  note.  About  a  week  later,  my 
mother  sent  me  a  letter  that  my  father 
had  written  to  me  the  day  I  left  and 
placed  on  the  dinner  table  without  a 
word  of  explanation.  My  father,  a 
retired  Air  Force  sergeant  and  a 
chronic  drunk,  had  never  written  to  me 
before,  but  in  this  letter  he  explained  to 
me,  in  his  own  inarticulate  way,  that  he 
could  not  tolerate  tardiness.  It  was  the 
closest  thing  to  an  apology  that  he  ever 
gave  me,  and  I  wept  for  a  long  time 
after  reading  it. 

I  recalled  my  mother’s  visit  to 
Boston  last  summer,  the  awkward  way 
I  told  her  that  I’m  gay,  introducing  my 
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Father  Teaches  Son  to  Fly  (Jim  Cooke  and  Michael  Longo)  in  Caravan  Theatre’s 
“Family”  in  Boston. 


j  lover  to  her,  and  her  calm  acceptance. 
After  that,  in  her  letters  she  always 
writes,  “Say  hi  to  John  for  me.” 

In  about  ten  minutes  I  had  dredged 
up  a  whole  spectrum  of  emotions  just 
thinking  about  my  family.  The  inspira¬ 
tion  for  this  sweet  but  painful  exercise 
was  a  play  called  “Family”  which  I 
had  just  seen  at  the  Caravan  Theatre  in 
Cambridge. 

“Family,”  an  original  piece  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  six  actors  and  two 
directors,  is  a  series  of  reflections  on 
the  nuclear  family  and  its  alternatives 
that,  like  my  own  memories,  ranges 
from  sketchy  fragments  to  fully- 
explored  situations.  The  moods  vary 
from  heavy  to  comic,  sometimes 
awkwardly  contrived,  other  times  true- 
to-life  and  very  moving. 


The  most  effective  scenes  I  saw  were 
those  drawn  directly  from  the  personal 
experiences  of  the  actors.  In  a  scene 
entitled  “Mother’s  Letter,”  co-director 
Stan  Edelson  recounted  his  dislike  for 
reading  the  unhappy  letters  his  mother 
wrote  until  he  received  one  letter, which 
he  read  aloud.  In  it  his  mother 
explained  that,  at  age  75,  she  had  left 
her  husband,  moved  into  her  own 


apartment,  and  started  a  new  life 
working  for  senior  citizens’  interest 
groups. 

The  best  scene  of  the  play  by  far  is 
called  “Grandfather,  Father,  Son.” 
Michael  Longo  re-enacted  his  relation¬ 
ship  with  his  Sicilian-born  grandfather, 
but  then  confessed  that  he’d  made  up 
the  story  —  he  regretted  that  the  only 
thing  he  remembered  was  the  old 
man’s  death.  Jim  Cooke  reminisced 
about  his  last  meeting  with  his  father  in 
1945,  adding  that  he  knows  where  his 
father  probably  lives  now  but  is  too 
afraid  to  see  him  again.  In  the  final 
segment,  Paul  Fadoul  read  some  letters 
his  father  had  written  to  him  in  college, 
full  of  pride  and  paternal  advice  which 
he  has  only  now  learned  to  appreciate. 

If  the  entire  play  had  been  as 
intimate  as  the  sequences  just  de¬ 
scribed,  “Family”  might  have  been  a 
truly  stunning  theatrical  work.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  remainder  of  the  play 
takes  off  into  other  directions  which 
are  corny  (the  “Family  Sings”  that 
open  each  act),  inscrutable  (“Din¬ 
ner”),  and  unconvincing  (“10th  Anni¬ 
versary,”  in  which  Fadoul  and  Mary 
Chalon  portray  a  husband  and  wife 
complaining  about  their  unsatisfactory 
sex  life).  In  addition,  the  scenes  dealing 
with  alternatives  to  the  traditional 
family  (including  two  gay  relation¬ 
ships)  are  hoked  up  into  slapstick 
sketches  and  fail  to  deal  seriously  with 
those  lifestyles. 

Despite  its  flaws,  “Family”  ulti¬ 
mately  impressed  me  as  a  rewarding, 
thought-provoking  theatre  piece.  Ex¬ 
cept  for  V.O.  Casey,  who  spends  too 
much  time  trying  to  play  M.C.,  the  cast 
is  credible  and  talented.  Their  ability  to 
open  up  and  share  very^  personal 
experiences  touched  something  deep  in 
me. 

Incidentally,  by  this  weekend,  two 
new  scenes  are  supposed  to  have  been 
added  —  “Sisters”  and  “Mothers  and 
Daughters.”  If  they’re  as  good  as 
“Grandfather,  Father,  Son,”  that 
should  make  the  play  that  much  better. 
“Family”  will  run  through  June  5  at 
the  Caravan  Theatre. 


Allyn 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

then,  had  Allyn  come  alive?  Before  this 
death,  was  there  survival  instinct?  One 
line  in  a  poem  by  Frase-White  exactly 
characterizes  for  me  the  quality  of 
Aliya’s  art  and  the  life  I  begjn  to  see 
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behind  it:  “somnolent  eden  where  one 
is  tied  to  his  pleasure.” 

Night  Blooming  does  not  answer  our 
inquiries  —  nor  should  it  or  can  it  have 
tried  to.  We  get  all  we  can  get:  a 
deepening  of  the  mysteries  —  of 
personality,  of  the  artistic  tempera¬ 
ment,  and  of  the  artist’s  relation  to  a 
public  world.  Meanwhile,  our  appetites 
are  whetted  for  more  Amundson 
volumes:  for  the  letters  (“the  many 
1000s  ...  if  gathered  together  would 
constitute  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  statements  of  his  genera¬ 
tion,”  we  are  assured  by  Janis),  and 
especially  for  the  drawings  and  silver 
points,  sequestered  now  and  treasured 
in  so  many  Boston  apartments. 
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The  View  fRom  the  Closet 


By  A .  N older  Cay 


Just  about  three  years  ago  I  moved 
into  my  present  quarters  near  the 
summit  of  Beacon  Hill,  shortly  to 
discover  that  running  all  around  its 
base  was  a  strange  new  cultural 
phenomenon  called  “the  gay  liberation 
movement,”  of  whose  existence  I  had 
until  then  been  happily  ignorant.  In 
recent  weeks,  however,  I  have  come  to 
appreciate  the  virtues  of  the  old  adage 
“where  ignorance  is  bliss,  ’tis  folly  to 
be  wise.” 

This  gloomy  reflection  is  prompted 
by  the  last  several  weeks  of  dispatches 
from  the  New  York  City  barricades 
concerning  plans  for  the  Seventh 
Annual  Christopher  Street  Liberation 
Day  Parade.  So  far  as  one  can  discern 
amidst  the  smoke  of  battle,  there  are  to 
be  at  least  three  parades  on  June  27, 
two  of  them  down  Fifth  Avenue  and 
the  third  up  Sixth  (the  traditional 
route).  In  addition,  a  group  of  lesbian 
separatists  insist  they  will  not  march 
with  anyone  remotely  male;  no  gay 
male  has  yet  nad  the  temerity  to 
suggest  a  lesbian  separatist  gay  pride 
parade  marching  crosstown  at  the  same 
time  as  the  other  three,  so  far  as  I  can 
determine. 

If  the  planning  of  the  Seventh  (and 
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possibly  last)  Annual  CSLD  parade 
had  been  done  by  a  committee  of  Betty 
Friedan,  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  “Scoop” 
Jackson  and  Phyllis  Schaffley,  it  could 
not  have  better  expressed  the  state  of 
the  gay  liberation  movement  in  the 
place  of  its  modern  spawning.  At  least 
three  different  factions,  marching  in 
opposite  directions,  getting  no  closer 
together  than  a  long  city  block  (a 
distance  suitable  only  for  shouting  at 
one  another,  or  perhaps  hurling 
paving-stones  by  catapult),  with  parti¬ 
cipants  draped  in  colorful  accusations 
furnished  by  leaders  of  an  opposite 
faction,  and  vice  versa  —  what  could 
say  it  better? 

A  reasonable  bystander  can  only 
view  the  approach  of  the  June  27 
parade(s)  and  the  proposed  massive 
demonstration  at  the  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  (which  is  being 
planned  by  some  of  the  same  people) 
with  all  the  unalloyed  enthusiasm 
Cassandra  mustered  for  the  Trojan 
War.  If  we’re  lucky,  the  fiasco  will 
either  be  totally  ignored  by  the  media 
or  treated  like  any  other  funny 
person-bites-dog  story  used  as  “  iller” 
for  Monday  morning’s  relative!',  slow 
editions.  At  worst,  it  will  say  what  we 
can’t  afford  to  reveal  publicly  either  to 
politicians  or  to  any  other  key  opinion- 
makers  —  that  the  gay  movement  need 
not  be  taken  seriously  as  a  political 
force,  and  here  is  why. 

Disaster  induced  by  the  disarray  and 
factionalism  of  our  “showcase  ele¬ 
ments”  in  the  Empire  City  is  marching 
toward  us  just  as  inexorably  as  Attila 
the  Hun  marched  through  Central 
Asia.  Whatever  may  have  been  New 
York’s  contribution  to  gay  liberation 
in  1969,  it  is  now  the  single  most  visible 


horror  show,  “movement-wise,”  in  the 
country.  The  best  thing  that  could 
happen  in  regard  to  June  27  would  be  a 
total,  visible  and  well-explained  boy¬ 
cott  of  the  festivities  by  gay  groups  and 
individuals  from  other  places.  I  see  no 


reason  for  any  of  us  to  travel  all  the 
way  to  New  York  to  help  fashion  the 
petard  which  will  hoist  us. 

Clearly  if  there  is  to  be  an  Eighth 
Annual  CSLD  parade  in  1977,  gay 
leaders  elsewhere  will  have  to  join 
forces  at  the  regional  level  for  the 
purpose  of  planning  and  executing  a 
comprehensive  East  Coast  Gay  Pride 
parade,  and  hold  it  in  Philadelphia  or 
some  other  East  Coast  city.  New  York 
gay  liberation  may  then  be  left,  like  the 
city  itself,  to  slide  into  bankruptcy  and 
be  placed  into  receivership  before  the 
most  optimistic  among  us  can  see  any 
grounds  for  hope.  Gotham’s  gay 
leadership  may  believe  they  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  ego- 
tripping  and  factional  fighting;  it  has 
long  been  amply  clear  to  some  of  us  in 
the  provinces  that  the  gay  movement 
can  no  longer  enjoy  the  luxury  of  New 
York’s  style  of  gay  liberation. 

OK  ,  so  the  Big  Apple  is  rotten  at  the 
core;  does  this  mean  the  party’s  over? 
On  the  “political”  level  (in  the  post- 

Stonewall  sense),  yes,  though  probably 

**« 


TOGETHER 


it  won’t  be  so  painfully  visible  until 
after  the  demonstrations  at  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  and  Republican  National  Con¬ 
ventions.  And  even  on  the  cultural 
level,  when  activists  can’t  even  get 
together  to  commemorate  what  Neil 
Miller  has  properly  called  “the  most 
significant  event  on  the  gay  historical 
calendar”  without  being  caught  in  a 
chamber-pot’s  tide  of  factionalism 
within  New  York’s  super-parochial  gay 
politics,  “the  movement”  itself  has 
become  an  exercise  in  futility.  Any 
closeted  gay  reading  this  newspaper’s 
coverage  of  events  in  New  York  over 
the  past  several  weeks  and  saying  “If 
this  is  liberation,  who  needs  it?” 
deserves  a  pat  on  the  head  for  sanity 
and  responsible  judgment. 

Yes,  the  party’s  over.  The  “unsink- 
able”  Titanic  is  going  down  by  the 
head,  and  not  a  liteboat  in  sight.  It’s  a 
chilly  day  for  all  of  us  when  the  ship’s 
navigators  insist  on  manufacturing 
their  own  icebergs. 


Bloomsbury 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
lesbian  love,  to  me,  is  the  proper 
perspective  in  which  genital  sex  is 
sometimes  placed  and  the  sexual 
intensity  of  relationships  that  never 
become  sexualized  in  fact.  This  is,  of 
course,  a  two-edged  sword.  Sometimes 
the  relationship  is  not  sexualized 
because  of  repressive  social  condition¬ 
ing  and  much  frustration  exists  for  the 
“lovers,”  but  not  always.  We’ve  been 
a  long  time  learning  —  and  seem  to  be 
still  in  the  process  —  that  genital  sex  is 
only  one  small  part  of  our  sexuality. 


GETTING 
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To  be  TOGETHER  is  beautiful. ..  to  come  TOGETHER  is  special... 
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Apartments  Job  Wanted 


2  bedr.  duplex:  Ig.  Kitchen,  living  rm., 
bath,  quiet,  nice  view  &  yard,  5  min.  to 
downtown.  $200  mo.  incl  util.  Call 
Michael.  482-2900. _ 

LARGE  STUDIO,  semi-furnished,  quiet, 

5  min.  to  downtown.  $1 40  incl.  util.  Call 
Michael,  462-2900. 

2nd  fir.  apartment  for  rent. 

141  Western  Ave.,  Camb.  9  rm.  5  br.; 
$450  +  util.,  avl.  6/1.  Call  661-0745 
eve. _ _ _ 

SOMERVILLE 

6  rm.,  2-3  bdrm.  apt.  Large,  sunny, 
porch,  plants,  darkroom.  Sublet  June  1- 
Aug.  31;  option  to  rent  in  fall.  Mostly 
furnished  $200;  includes  util.  -Women 
preferred.  Call  628-2793. 

301  NEWBURY  STREET 
Large,  clean  &  furn.,  $28  wk.  and  up. 
Call  267-4190. _ 

Sublet  Beacon  Hill,  3  rms.  w/back  yd., 
available  6/1  to  8/31 ,  minimum  2  mos. 
$250  +  util,  plus  1  mo.  sec.  Call 
(617)  227-8692. 


For  Sale 


ESTABLISHED  BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 
Good  location,  for  more  info  call 
426-0412. _ _ - 

LITERATURE  ANYONE? 

Selling  my  collection  of  (mostly)  gay,  & 
straight  porno.  Four  file  drawers 
jammed  with  picture  books,  pocket 
books,  you  name  it.  Serious  shoppers 
only  —  you  come  look  and  make  an 
offer.  Write  GCN  Box  69,  with  your 
phone.  I  will  call  you. 

90  NUDE  STUDS  ALSO  J/O 
Mail  only  $5.  Now  —  whips,  chains, 
and  leather  books,  3  for  $5  only  —  Stud 
2395  N.  Indian,  Palm  Springs,  CA 
92262.  Also  stud  masseur  wanted  now! 


WOMENCRAFTS 


Unique  and  Beautiful  Work 
Handcrafted  by  New  England  Women 
Open  May  thru  October 
373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown  487-9854 


CRAFTED  STERLING  SILVER 
Unique  jewelry  designs  on  display  in 
shop.  Specific  orders  a  specialty.  Now 
creating  work  for  rock  group  Kiss.  Am 
sure  your  visit  to  “Eye  of  the  Sun"  will 
be  a  rewarding  one.  Located  at  168 
Lunenburg  St.,  Fitchburg,  MA. 


Job  Op 


SUMMER  JOB  WANTED 
Lesbian  student,  21 ,  prefer  gay  environ¬ 
ment  (bar,  office,  whatever)  in  Rl  or 
Mass.  Have  chauffeurs  license,  exper. 
in  sales,  canvassing,  photography,  own 
car.  Call.  Ann  (401)  726-3657. 

NEED  HELP? 

Recent  unempld.  gwm,  23,  masc.  and 
trustworthy  will  clean  your  home  or  apt. 
No  job  is  too  big,  will  clean  your  way. 
Salary  arranged. What  do  you  need 
done?  Pref.  So.  End  but  will  travel. 
References.  Call  Frank  426-5083. 

Woman  seeks  apprenticeship  in  offset 
printing /newspaper  work.  Experienced 
in  newswriting  and  layout.  All  replies 
answered.  Write  GCN  Box  605. 


Miscellaneous 


HOUSE  FOR  GAY  EX-OFFENDERS 
If  you’re  interested,  contact  Paul  T., 
P.O.  Box  160,  Boston,  MA  02101,  or 
call  440-8551 . 

GF  wants  people  and  ideas  to  help  set 
up  photography  business  in  Boston 
area.  Also  need  darkroom  space.  Write 
Box  609. 

"OASIS"  CLUB  OF  TYNGSBORO 
Try  us;  there  is  a  difference!  Open 
Mon.-Tues.-Thurs.  3pm  &  wed.-Fri.- 
.  Sat. -Sun.  12  noon.  Two  rooms  &  dance 
floors.  Located  on  Rt.  3A  (Frost  Rd.), 
Tyngsboro,  Ma. 

FIRE  ISLA.vOERS 

Any  information  on  shops;  stores,  etc., 
that  might  be  willing  to  sell  GCN  please 
contact  Marion,  c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Organizations 


The  People’s  College  of  Law  of  the 
National  Lawyers  Guild  is  a  new  4-year 
law  school  oriented  toward  those 
usually  excluded  from  the  leaal  educa¬ 
tional  process.  Gay  people,  especially 
lesbians  and  third  woria  gays  are 
definitely  welcome.  Entrance  require¬ 
ments  are  2  yrs.  of  college  leading 
toward  a  Bachelor's  degree,  or  you 
must  take  the  college  equivalency  test. 
Tuition  is  low,  all  applicants  should  be 
committed  to  use  law  as  a  tool  for 
social  change.  For  more  info  write  Gay 
Caucus,  c/o  pcI/NLG,  2222  West  7  St., 
L.A.,  CA  90057  or  call  (213)  388-8171 . 


LESBIAN  WOMEN 

Visiting  Fla.?  Contact  Sarasota  D.O.B., 
P.O.  Box  15621 ,  Sarasota,  Fla.  33579  or 
call  813-924-8968. 


GAY  QUAKERS 

We  are  trying  to  identify  gay  and 
bisexual  friends  who  are  interested  in 
presenting  a  gay  perspective  in  general 
conference.  Contact  Jan  Beck  at  GCN 
Box  538.  Confidentiality  assured. 


JOIN  DIGNITY 

Gay  and  Catholic?  Find  out  more  from 
Dignity,  a  national  organization  of  gay 
and  concerned  Catholics.  Write  Dignity, 
755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  413,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
Wash.  98109,  (206)  282-5798.  Mem¬ 
bership  $5.00. 

LUTHERANS 

ALC,  LCA  and  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice, 
love,  understanding  in  our  church.  Lu¬ 
therans  concerned  (for  qav  neooi<»\ 
Box  B-19114A,  Los  Angeles,  CA  9001 9. 

BOSTON  BAIL  PROJECT 
Most  people  who  are  arrested  are  al¬ 
lowed  bail.  The  rich  can  always  pay. 
The  poor  often  languish  in  dirty  cells 
just  because  they  are  poor.  You  can 
help.  Contact  the  Boston  Bail  Project, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Ma. 
02138  or  call  (617)  491-1575. 

GAY  SOCIETY  OF  ANGOLA 
New  Gay  organization  in  Louisiana 
prison.  Anyone  interested  in  helping 
with  support  contact  Anthony  T.  Smith, 
GSOA,  PMB-71 437-CBA,  Angola,  LA 
70712. 


AMERICA  LATINA  — LATIN  AMERICA 
Estamos  interesados  en  comunicarnos 
con  Gays  en  America  Latina  y  el  Caribe. 
Si  tienes  amistades  en  estas  areas,  por 
favor  pideles  que  se  comuniquen  con 
nosotros,  o  enuianos  sus  nombres  y 
direcciones.  We  are  interested  in  cor¬ 
responding  with  Gays  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean.  If  you  have  friends 
in  these  areas,  please  ask  them  to  write 
us,  or  send  us  their  name  and  addres¬ 
ses.  Comunidad  de  Orgullo  Gay,  Apar- 
tado  5523,  Puerta  de  Tierra,  San  Juan, 
P.R.  00906. 

NAT'L  GAY  PRISONERS  COALITION 
would  love  to  hear  from  any  Gay 
Brother  or  Sister  who  is  interested  in 
helping  liberate  the  Rights  of  Gay  Pris¬ 
oners  in  Federal  Prisons.  Contact 
Johnny  Gibbs,  #86976-132,  Box  1000, 
U.S.  Prison,  Lewisburg,  Pa.  17837. 
(Chairman  of  the  National  Gay  Prison- 
jrs  Coalition.) 


JOB  OFFERED 

Community  Service  seeks  Mass,  li¬ 
censed  RN  Vi-time,  July  1-Sept.  8; 
duties  include  general  medical  clinics, 
crisis  intervention  on  call.  Send  resume 
by  May  15:  Medical  Program,  Province- 
town  Drop-In  Center,  Provincetown, 
MA  02657. 

CHILD  THERAPIST 

Full-time  or  2  part-time.  Direct  service 
to  children  3  yrs.  &  up.  Community 
consultation,  prevention,  education, 
training;  prefer  graduate  degree  in 
social  work,  psychology,  nursing,  edu¬ 
cation.  Minimum  2  yrs.  paid  experi¬ 
ence,  1  yr.  in  outpatient  or  school 
setting;  salary  $8500.  Send  resume  to: 
Child  Therapy,  Provincetown  Drop-In 
Center,  P.O  Box  391,  Provincetown, 
MA. _ _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service, 
masters  or  equiv.,  experience;  $125.00, 
apply  80  Boylston  St.,  S.  855,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 

Clinical  dlreclor  sought,  eromin  coun¬ 
seling  center  for  sexual  minorities. 
Experience,  sensitivity,  commitment 
necessary.  Call  (215)  732-3212  Phil.' 

We  are  a  working  crafts  collective, 

deeply  believe  in  clay  and  love.  If  you 
have  it  together  to  do  it,  come  share  our 
work  and  lives.  Life  and  clay,  the 
rhythm  of  carefully  seeing  and  touching 
the  Brother  and  Sister  within.  To  work, 
live  with  us.  You  need  no  experience 
nor  money.  After  a  few  months  you  can 
earn  your  living.  Libow  Pottery,  Harris- 
ville,  NH  03456,  603-627-3388. 

SUMMER  JOBS 

for  gay  youth  —  contact  Project1 
Lam bda,  Myra.  227-8587. 

Be  your  own  boss.  Set  your  own  hours' 
Join  the  GCN  team  of  ad  representa- 
t*ves.  Don’t  restrict  yourself  to  Boston. 
We  have  outlets  all  over  New  England. 
20%  commission.  Earn  extra  money  or 
make  it  a  full-time  Job.  Write  Gen  or  call 
617-426-4469 


classified  ad  order  form 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone. 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay  Community 
News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your  area 
code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


Non-business:  $3.00  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  fine);  each 
additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50  cents  for  25 
characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  mosey  for  i  service,  yon  are  a  busi- 
sess):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line) 
and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  characters. 

Bsx  Numbers:  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  forwarded 
the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end 
of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail  forwa  tSed  for 
a  3  month  period,  a  $SX»  charge  will  be  made  for  the 
additional  time. 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are:  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Monday  through  Wednes¬ 
day;  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  Thursday;  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday;  and  4  n.m.  to  8  p.m.,  Sunday. 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 

ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


-at$ _ per  wk.  $_ 


_at  $_ 


Headlines  _ 

First  30  words. 

Each  add’l  15  words  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  wks.  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3 .00/6  wks.  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1,00  $_ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  _ t_ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . j_ 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  !•  run 


PLEASE  PRINT  NEATLY. 


Name 


JState_ 


Address 


.Phone 


PRISON  MINISTRY  IN  Rl 
We  are  trying  to  contact  gay  men  & 
women  in  the  Adult  Correctional  ISTI. 
WE  are  seeking  names  of  those 
individuals  who  would  be  interested  in 
receiving  correspondence  from  other 
gays.  If  you  know  of  anyone,  please 
,  contact  Connie  DiCenzo,  c/o  MCC 
Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rl  02907. 


BLACK  GAY  MEN’S  CAUCUS  - 
Concerned  brothers  should  write  GL 
Box  9600. 


Personals 


GF,  sensual,  athlete,  humanist,  water 
ski  instr.  into  touch,  fitness,  health, 
food,  scuba,  tennis,  pool,  crafts.  Enjoy 
cantoring  bareback,  own  big  Honda, 
wkng  on  pilot  lie.,  not  into  roles  or 
bullshit.  I  need  gentle,  playful  interest¬ 
ing  friends,  not  necessarily  sex.  I  will 
answer  all.  Write  P.O.  Box  573,  Enf., 
CT  06082. 

LOVER  WANTED 

He  is  under  30,  wants  to  make  a 
one-to-one  relationship  work  and  can 
move  to  Danbury.  I  am  33,  GWM,  6’4", 
215  lbs.  Open,  honest,  likeable  and,  I 
am  told,  good  looking.  A  very  easy  guy 
to  get  along  with,  I  care!  I  hate  to  sleep 
alone,  don’t  like  to  do  much  alone  — 
want  some  guy  who  feels  the  same.  I 
run  a  mail-order  book  business  (enough 
work  for  both  of  us)  from  a  beautiful 
new  house  set  nicely  out  in  the  woods. 

I  love  the  country,  yet  enjoy  cities,  like 
to  study  people,  see  new  places  and 
things.  I  don't  smoke  or  drink  much.  I 
love  easily,  like  to  touch,  feel,  hold,  be 
close  and  more.  I  want  most  of  life  to 
have  someone  to  explore  it  with,  if  that 
could  be  you,  write  or  call:  Ed 
Hamilton,  P.O.  Box  282,  Danbury,  CT 
06810.  Phone  (203)  744-5429. 

5olSH  AND  LOVING  IT!! 

Warm,  sensual,  sexy  &  totally  versatile 
WM,  6’2",  170  lbs.,  masculine  hairy 
body,  considered  attractive,  intelligent, 
kind,  considerate,  loving;  interested  in 
classical  music,  literature,  bicycling, 
canoeing,  and  you.  You  are  younger, 
youthful,  attractive  in  your  special  way, 
eager  for  the  adventure  of  really 
knowing  another  person  &  ready  for  the 
emotional  commitments  entailed. 
Come  share  and  grow.  If  you  want  an 
“open"  relationship,  please  do  not 
answer  this  ad.  Fidelity  and  commit¬ 
ment  come  before  many  other  attri¬ 
butes.  Tell  me  your  goals  and  needs. 
Write  fully  to  GCN  box  581. 

DEAR  CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISER: 

If  preference  as  to  race  [B  or  W]  does 
not  matter,  why  put  it  in? 


RURAL  COUNSELING  SERVICE 

Specializing  in  the  needs  of  Rural 
Gay  People,  especially  Women  <t 
Couples. 


Littleton,  MA 


486-3967 


GWM,  25,  attractive  &  intelligent,  seeks 
relationship  with  older  man,  financial 
assistance.  Good  for  someone  who 
snjoys  arts  &  spirited  conversation. 
Write  GCN  Box  606. _ 

WM,  36,  seeking  friendship  and  what 
else  with  young  male  to  30.  Financial 
arrangement.  Send  info,  photo  to  FM 
box  112,  Warren,  Rl  02885. 

MEET  GAY  YOUTH 

1  All  gay  youth  between  the  ages  of  13-17 
are  cordially  invited  to  an  afternoon  of 
fun  &  conversation  every  Saturday  from 
2-5  p.m.  at  The  Charles  Street  Meeting 
House.  Call  Kris,  227-8587. 


GONE  TO  THE  DOGS 


Professional  Grooming.  Also  Grooming 
Schools,  All  Breeds. 

CALL  BOB  247-8906 
125  St.  Botolpb  St.,  Boston  . 


Members  of  the  Cape  Cod  Women’s 
Liberation  are  looking  for  women 
willing  to  speak  on  any  topic  which  will 
be  of  interest  to  women,  discussions 
are  held  every  Sunday  at  8  p.m.  at  the 
P-town  Drop-In  Center,  6  Gosnold  St., 
Provincetown;  for  more  information  call 
Astri  at  487-0938. 

i  nt  vvutvi«N  i  LOVE 
had  to  go  overseas  to  keep  her  job.  She 
will  be  gone  until  at  least  late  summer.  I 
need  FRIENDS,  not  lovers,  preferably 
Western  Hampshire,  Central  Berkshire 
counties,  ages  30-50,  stable  couples  / 
indivs.  (closets  respected).  Just  talk, 
please.  GCN  Box  593. 


JANUS  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

for  women 

Groups,  Individuals 

Couples  Therapy 

419  Boylston  St.,  Room  519,  Boston 
Tel.  536-3071 


Bored  with  life?  So  am  I.  Let's  get 
together  and  enjoy  it.  Wm,  25,  into 
bars,  music,  summer,  sks.  frnds.  18-28 
for  good  times.  Box  22, 102  Charles  St., 
Boston  02114. 

GWM,  28,  5'5”,  125  lbs.  seek  GWM 
18-25  for  possible  perm,  relationship. 
Must  have  job  and  transportation,  no 
hustlers  —  had  one  for  a  lover.  Write 
leytl,  Bx.  427,  Jaffrey,  NH  03452. 
COME  JOIN  THE  FOLDING,  STUFFING 
AND  SEALING  EXTRAVAGANZA,  Fri¬ 
day  evenings  at  GCN.  It’s  not  as  much 
fun  as  a  parade,  but  then  you  don’t  have 
to  worry  if  it  rains  or  not.  You  may  even 
make  a  lasting  friendship.  Come  any¬ 
time  between  4  p.m.  and  8  p.m.  at  the 
GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston. 
Ask  for  George.  We  need  you! 

"Cute  Brother  Type,”  GWM,  u/23, 
w/trim  non-hairy  body,  can  stay  with 
Gd.  Ikg.  GWM  u/30,  in  trade  for 
services.  No  punks,  drugs,  fats,  or 
ferns.  Write,  call  or  visit  Jay,  c/o 
C.G.H.,  68  Bradford  St.,  Provincetown, 
MA  02657  (617)  487-1650.  Please,  good 
guys  only! 


The  Boston 

Psychological 
Center  For  Women 

Personal,  Couples 
Group  &  Vocational 
Counseling.  Professional,  Ex¬ 
perience  Staff. 

Eligible  for  Health  Ins.  Pay¬ 
ments  266-0136 


■MW,  39',  6  ,  165,  business  Exc.  Ikg  for 

sane,  30+  Harry  Browne  enthusiast, 
friend/companion.  I  freq.  visit  Boston 
or  wld.  Ike.  to  meet  someone  who 
would  like  to  visit  or  stay  In  country: 
Write  PO  Box  35  N.  Edgecomg 
Me. 04556 


BEACON  TOURS 

Specializing  in  individual  &  group 
arrangement 

Call  Linda  742-1220 
24  Tremont  St.,  Boston 


RUN,  DANCE,  BREATHb,  SMiufc, 
jump,  splash,  dribble,  scrabble  The 
Gay  Recreation  Activities  Committee 
has  something  for  you!  Most  events  are 
FREE.  Meet  other  gay  people  into 
wholesome  fun.  Write  for  spring  bro¬ 
chure,  G.R.A.C.,  C/O  GCN  Box  8000,  22 
Bromfield  St..  Boston  02108 


fiedCLASSIFIEDclassifiedCLASSIFIEDclassifiedCLASSI 


WALTER  DRISCOLL 

A  Registered  Eiectrologist 

;  Free  Consultation  Invited 
For  Permanent  Hair  Removal 
For  A II  Parts  of  the  Body  ! 

26  West  St.,  Boston 


PEACE  WORK 

Nonviolent  social  change  news  re¬ 
ported  in  lively  monthly  New  England 
newsletter.  Subscription  $3,  sample 

Icopy  free.  Peacework,  48  Inman  St. , 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


Tel.  623-3435 


Resorts 


GCN  has  no  control  over  classified  ad¬ 
vertisers.  We  cannot  assure  you  that 
your  inquiry  will  be  answered  or  that 
the  product  or  service  is  accurately 
presented.  


Publications  + 


1st  woman’s  literary  mag.  out  of 
Framingham  Institution.  Includes  poe¬ 
try,  plays,  personals,  graphics,  arti¬ 
cles,  by  Ella  Ellison  and  woman's 
relationships.  All  money  goes  to 
women's  prison  fund.  Sold  at  New 
Worlds  at  $1.25  or  send  $1.75  to 
Turning  Point,  P.O.  Box  91,  Somerville, 
MA  02143. 

LITERATURE,  ANYONE? 

Selling  my  collection  of  (mostly)  gay  & 
straight  porno.  Four  file  drawers 
jammed  with  picture  books,  pocket 
books,  you  name  it.  Serious  shoppers 
only  —  you  come  look  and  make  an 
offer.  Write  GCN  Box  69,  with  your 
phone.  I  will  call  you. 

Transvestite  Newsletter.  Free  sample 
Has  articles,  photos,  personals  and 
unusual  offers.  Write  Empathy,  Box 
12466,  Seattle,  Wash.  98111. _ 

News  from  the  North!  Subscribe  to  the 
Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter,  a 
monthly  journal  of  gay  and  feminist 
news  and  opinion  from  the  Pine  Tree 
State,  $4/ yr.  Sent  in  sealed,  un¬ 
marked  envelopes.  Make  checks  pay¬ 
able  to  MGTF  Newsletter,  Box  4542, 
Portland,  Maine  04112. 

CALIFORNIA  SCENE.  7th  year.  Sample 
copy  $1.25,  ten  copies  $10.  Articles  of 
general  interest  and  news  of  all  Califor¬ 
nia  plus  photos,  theatre,  movie  reviews 
and  book  reviews.  Box  26032,  Los 
Angeles  90026. 

LESBIAN  CONNECTION 
A  free  nationwide  forum  of  news  and 
ideas  by,  for,  and  about  lesbians 
(donations  are  always  welcome).  For  a 
subscription  simply  send  your  name, 
address,  and  zip  code  to:  Ambitious 
Amazons,  P.O.  Box  811,  East  Lansing, 
Mich.  48823. 


LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discover  the  realities  of  the  Southern 
Gay  experience,  read  The  Barb,  the 
news  monthly  for  Southern  gays. 
Regional  and  National  news,  lifestyle 
commentary,  entertainment  columns. 
Subscription  per  year  $5/3rd  class; 
i  $1 8 / 1  st  class.  Sample  .50  (all  copies 
.  mailed  in  anonymous  envelope.)  Class¬ 
ifieds  ,10/wd.,  Mastercharge,  Euro 
Card  and  Access  accepted.  The  South’s 
>  largest  gay  publication.  The  Barb,  P.O. 
Box  7922-b,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30309. 

Europe’s  Favorite  Gay  Newspaper  has  ' 
something  for  you!  Handsome  Studs, 
Tender  Chicken,  and  lots  of  Male 
Nudes!  Plus  100’s  of  "Outrageously 
Personal”  Classified  Ads  from  Gay 
Guys  around  the  world!  Turn  on  with 
the  Amsterdam  Gayzette  (International 
Gay  Newspaper(.  Send  $1  for  Big 
current  edition.  Amsterdam  Gayzette, 
Dept.  GCN,  704  Santa  Monica 
Boulevard,  Santa  Monica,  CA.  90401 
USA. 

FOCUS 

A  journal  for  lesbians,  put  out  by 
Boston  DOB.  New,  exciting  format.  60c 
sample  copy,  $6.00  for  1  year.  Send 
check  to  DOB,  419  Boylston  St.,  Rm. 
323,  Boston,  MA  02116. _ 

MAJORITY  REPORT 

•Feminist  News  for  Women,  published 
every  other  week.  Subscrip.  $5.00/yr., 
74  Grove  St.,  NYC,  Ny  10014. _ 

Any  person  interested  in  doing  VOLUN¬ 
TEER  WORK???For  qny  number  of 
hours,  within  the  GAY  COMMUNITY, 
please  write  Box  1976,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St..  Boston,  MA  02108 
Discretion  is  assured! 


THE  COMPLETE  GAY  GUIDE 
Hot  off  the  presses,  the  all  new  Gay 
Person’s  Guide  to  New  England.  128 
pages,  hundreds  of  listings,  outdoor 
crusing,  bars,  baths,  beaches,  service, 
groups.  Expanded  coverage  for  gay 
women,  city  maps,  articles  on  gay 
history/herstory,  telling  parents,  S&M, 
baths  and  more.  $3.75  at  our  office 
(10-6  wkdays);  $4.00  by  mail.  G.P.G., 
Dept.  G-2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
021 08. 

WIN  MAGAZINE 

Peace  and  freedom  through  non-violent 
action.  Subscription  $7/yr.  WIN  Box 
547,  Rifton,  N.Y.  12471 


P'town-Boston 

Express 

Guaranteed  transportation  with  reserva¬ 
tions.  Round  trip  from  Boston  to  all 
points  in  Provincetown. 

Leaves  Friday  eves.  Returns  Sunday  p.m. 

For  tickets  and  info  call 

BEACON  TOURS  742-1220, 
FOREX  TRAVEL  482-2900, 
OR  IN  P’TOWN  487-3698. 


VISITING  LANCASTER,  PENNA? 
Stay  in  private  gay  home  close  to  gay 
bars,  easy  access  to  tourist  areas.  $10 
per  person.  Call  (717)  898-7162,  or  write 
Bari,  3002  Marietta  Ave.,  Lancaster,  PA 
1 7601 . 


A  GAY  GUEST  HOUSE 

GOVERNOR  COLLINS  INN 
>11 3  Touro  St.  Newport,  Rl  02840 
Tel.  l-[40I]-846-T323 

Call  or  write  for  spring  &  summer 
Reservations 


Roommates 


GM  wanted  to  share  3  bdrm.  house  in 
Central  Sq.  with  2  other  GMs.  Share 
meals,  chores  and  fun.  $79  &  util.  Call 
Mark  or  Warren,  492-4639. 

Responsible  lesbian  wanted  to  share 
house,  garden,  yard-with  own  room-in 
Brighton  —  with  3  women,  1  child,  2 
cats.  Rent  $56  plus  security  &  utilities 
for  June  1 ,  Call  787-4729. 

Cambridge,  nr.  Central  Square.  Gay 
male  sks  male  to  share  furnished  apt. 
All  utilities  inc.  Modern  bldq.  Call 
492-0056. 

2  men  looking  for  a  third  to  split  the 

rent  for  an  apartment.  Call  353-1895. 

HOUSE  IS  AVAILABLE 
Stonewall  Nation,  Inc.  owns  a  4-story, 
10  room  house  at  Linwood  Sq., 
Roxbury  Highlands.  Any  person  or 
group  with  an  idea  how  to  utilize  this 
space  should  call  Greg,  445-6676 . 


Responsible,  clean  male  to  share  apt. 
comfortably  furnished  except  2nd 
bdrm.;  Beacon  Hill.  Call  after  5,  wkdys, 
wkends  anytime.  723-9323  May  15. 

Les.  fern,  needed  for  Ig.  3  bdrm.  Allston 
apt.  by  6/1 .  Gd.  pub.  trans.  Cheap  hse. 
Interests  —  politics,  culture.  Call 
566-7361 . _ 

Responsible  GF  wanted  for  large 
friendly  Belmont  house  with  3  others 
$80  plus  util.  Large  room  for  June  1, 
near  transportation.  Call  484-5935. 

GM  student,  20,  sks  place  May  25-Sept. 
1.  Am  responsible,  down  to  earth,  like 
to  room  with  similar  people,  prefer  non 
smoking.  Boston  vie.  Can  pay  up  to 
$100  month.  P.O.  Box  320,  Amherst, 
Ma.  01002  or  (413)  546-9756. 

Small  comfortable  private  room  across 
from  the  Pru.  in  house  w/3  friendly 
young  guys,  no  smoke,  no  dope,  no 
heavy  drink.  $l5-$20  per  wk. Call  Jay 
267-7422. 

GM  early  50s  Iking  for  respon.  rmmte 
late  20s  to  40s  to  share  2  bedrm  luxury 
apt.  Own  rm,  privacy.  $135  plus  util. 
Worcest.  Sq.  area.  Call  262-0179. 

GM  seeks  respon.  rmmte.  to  share 
Beacon  Hill  apt.  June  20-Aug.  1.  Own 
bedrm.  $192-93  plus  util./6  wks.,  or 
$128.62  plus  ut i I . / 4  wks.  Message: 
742-3619. 

A  RAUCOUS  BORDELLO 
We  are  not,  nor  are  we  a  boarding 
house  for  wayward  girls  .  .  .we  bre  a 
congenial  group  of  18  gays  living  an 
alternative,  supportive  lifestyle  in  five 
adjacent  houses  in  Roxbury  .  .  Dedi¬ 
cated  to  gay  political  education,  emo¬ 
tional  growth,  and  inexpensive  com¬ 
munity  living.  We  are  a  whole  that  is 
more  than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  We  are 
outrageous,  in  the  best  sense  and 
responsible,  in  the  ast  restrictive 
sense.  If  you  feel  akin  to  our  goals, 
pleas  call  any  of  THE  FORT  HILL 
FAGGOTS  FOR  FREEDOM,  anytime,  at 
427-1893  or  445-6676. _ 

GWF  w/  young  daughter  relocate  Bos. 
soon  would  like  to  join  women’s 
commune  or  share  w/1  or  more  GF.  Am 
bright,  loving,  political  w /  sense  of 
humor,  much  furniture  &  2  non-violent 
cats.  Box  607,  Southport,  CN,  or  call 
(203)  259-7653. 

Lesbian,  21 ,  seeks  room  soon  in  apt.  or 
house  w/other  lesbians  or  accepting 
feminists;  safe,  quiet  place  desired.  I 
am  responsible.  Please  write  GCN 
Box  610. 


WEEKEND  ROOMMATE  BOSTON 
GWM  22,  works  in  central  MA  wants  to 
share/rent  Boston  apt.  for  weekends 
only,  must  be  near  MBTA.  Will  pay 
$15-30/mo.  share  cook/clean,  etc 
Easy  to  live  with.  Write  GCN  Box  601 . 


Services 


Now  that  you’ve  reached  your  goal  of  a 
"New  Look"  shedding  all  those  winter 
pounds,  let  us  achieve  a  new  look  in 
your  landscape  at  home  or  cottage;  20 
years  experience  in  the  landscape  field 
designing  and  planting.  No  job  too 
little,  all  work  guaranteed.  Call  Charles 
(617)  524-4079. 

Layer  cuts  and  blow  dry.  all  types~o~f 
hair,  all  done  best  at  Koala  Bear.  Koala 
Bear  Haircutters,  253  Newbury  St  . 
Boston,  MA  247-7441 . 

ON  JUNE  1  ARE  YOU  MOVING? 
Pickup  truck  &  extra  hands  4  hire  — 
truck  &  1  man,  $7 /hr,  ea  add.  person, 
$3/hr.  Call  Barton  266-5826.  early  eves, 
exper.  at  moving  our  gay  sisters  & 
'brothers. 


Savage  Photography 
Model’s  portfolios,  portraits,  couples 
photos.  Lowest  rates  in  town.  Black 
and  white  or  color  slides.  Your  place  or 
my  studio.  Or  in  the  wild.  Call  Steve 
Savage,  277-7206. 

COME  JOIN  THE  FOLDING,  STUFFING 
AND  SEALING  EXTRAVAGANZA, 
Friday  evenings  at  GCN.  It’s  not  as 
much  fun  as  a  parade,  but  you  don’t 
have  to  worry  if  it  rains  or  not.  You  may 
even  make  a  lasting  friendship.  Come 
anytime  between  4  p.m.  and  8  p.m.  at 
the  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston.  Ask  for  George.  We  need  you. 


haircutting  10-6  tues.  thru  sat.  266-0300 
232  newbury  street  boston  mass  02116 

/  TYPESETTING 

'  FOR  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Use  our  phototypesetter  facilities  to 
produce  your  booklet  or  publication. 
Good  rates.  We  are  GCN's  typesetter. 
Write  GCN  Box  69. 


Quick 

Gay  Guide 


BOSTON  AREA 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline) 


[area  code  617] 

661-3900 

Adolescent  male  rap  session,  4-6  pm  227-8587 

B'nai  Haskalah  (Gay  Jewish  group)  265-6409 

Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus,  GCN,  Box  9600 
Cambridge  North /Brattle  Gays 

write  c/o  Gay  Legislation  661-9362 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-0368’ 

Cambridgeport  Gays,  c/o  GCN  Box  6500 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  227-9469 


523-1081  (492-6450, 
262-1 592 


Closet  Space 

(WCAS  740m  AM) 

Daughters  of  Bilitis 
Dignity  of  Boston 
c/o  1105  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
Elaine  Noble  (Rep.)  727-2584 

Fag  Rag  536-9826 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Fengay,  c/o  Tom  Nylund  267-1066 

Focus,  Women’s  Counseling,  I86V2  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge  876-4488 

Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 

Freedom  440-8551  or  442-6029 

Framingham  Unicorn  Society, 

P.O.  Box  163,  Framingham  01701 
Gay  Hotline  (3-1 2  pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Men’s  Center,  36  Bromfield  St.  338-7967 

Gay  Recreational  Activities 

Committee  (GRAC),  c/o  GCN,  Box  8000 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  266-2069 

Gay  Alert  (for  gay  community 
emergency  only)  523-0368,  267-0764 

Gay  Media  Action,  c/o  GCN  Box  5000, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  354-2079 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469: 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance, 
c/o  GCN  Box  251,  Boston  02108 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900x2396’ 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau  547-1451 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9  FM)  353-2790 

Gay  Legislation  76,  P.O.  Box  8841, 

J.F.K.  Station,  Boston  02144 
Rep.  Noble's  Aides  727-2584 

Gay  Hotline  (Mon.  6-9  pm)  -  426-9371 

Gay  Youth  Advocates, 

70  Charles  St.  227-8587 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Golden  Gays  482-8998 

Good  Gay  Poets  536-9826 

Harvard-Radcllffe  GSA,  198  Memorial 

Hall,  Cambridge  02138_ 495-1 927 


Homophile  Community  Health  Svc.  542-5188 

Integrity/Boston,  P.O.  Box  2582,  02208 
Lesbian  Therapy  Research  Project  354-8807 

Lesbian  Liberation, 

c/o  Women’s  Center  354-8607 

Lesbian  Mothers  "  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc. 

739  Boylston  St. ,  Boston  021 1 6  266-3444 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Student  Homophile  League  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Av.  661-8898 

National  Organization  for  Women  267-6160 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr.  253-5440 

Other  Fund,  Inc.  (Gay  United  Fund), 

P.O.  Box  1997,  Boston  02105 
Other  Voices  Bookstore, 

30  Bromfield  St. ,  Boston  021 08  426-041 2 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 
Project  Lambda  227-8587 

Transvestites/ Transgenderists: 

Frances  Craig,  P.O.  Box  291, 

MIT  Branch,  Cambridge  02139 
Transvestites /Transgenderists: 

Ariadne  Kane,  Box  161,  Cambridge  02140 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student  Activities 
Office,  Medford,  MA  02155  776-0921 

Unitarian  Universalist  Office  of  Gay  Concerns, 

25  Beacon  St..  Boston .021 08  742-2100 

Women's  Community  Health  in 

Cambridge  547-230? 

WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  code  413] 
Amherst  Gay  Hotline  (Men  &  women)  545-0154 
Clark  Gay  Alliance,  Box  A-70,  Clark  Univ., 
Worcester  01610 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  488, 

Forest  Park'Sta.,  Springfield  01107 
Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gaybreak  Radio  (WMUA-FM,  91 .9)  545-2876 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance, 

UMass/ Amherst  545-01 54 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  583-3904 

Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton  586-2011 
EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  pode  6177 
Alcoholics  Together/Worcester  756-0730 

Clark  Gay  People,  Box  A-70,  Clark  U, 

Worcester  01 61 0  793-7287 

Dignity/Merrimack  Valley, 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  01853 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

c/o  Postmaster,  General  Delivery, 

Provincetown  487-3393,  487-3234,  487-3344 
Gaypeople/ Drop-In  Center,  Campus  Center, 

100  Elliot  St.,  Haverhill  01830  _ 374-09^  .  _ 


Haverhill,  N.E.C.C.  Gay  Line,  M  8-10  am, 

T  6-8  pm,  W  12-2  pm 

Homophile  Assistance  League  of  Provincetown, 
Box  674,  P-town  02657, 

158  Commercial  St.  487-9633 

Homophile  Union  of  Montachusett, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420 
MCC/Merrimack  Valley,  Box  750, 

Haverhill,  MA  01830  523-7664 

MCC/Worcester  756-0730 

J\lew  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1070 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 

CONNECTICUT  [area  code  203] 

“Come  Out  Tonight,"  Box  WYBC/Yale  Station, 
New  Haven  06520. 

East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

2031  Yale  St.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  523-9837 
MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/ National 
Gay  Archives,  1  Gold  St., 

Suite  22B,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal 

Flame  Universal  527-2656 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance,  c/o  Wesleyan 
Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta'. , 

Middletown  06457 

RHODE  ISLAND  [area  code  401] 

Alcoholics  Together,  290  Westminster  St., 

Rm.  510,  Providence 
Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231, 

Pawtucket  02861 

Gay  Help  Line  831  -9491 

Gay  Women  at  Brown  U,  Providence  863-2189 

Gay  Women  of  Providence  831-5184 

MCC/ Providence.  63  Chapin  Ave. 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged 
and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrum, 
941-8653. 

MAINE  [area  code  207] 

CMGA,  Box  2242,  Augusta  04330 
Gay  Support  &  Action,  P.O.  Box  110, 

Bangor  04401 

Maine  Freewoman’s  Herald,  193  Middle  St., 

3rd  floor,  Portland  041 1 1  774-6071 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force,  193  Middle  St., 

Portland  773-5530 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter, 

P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112  773-5530 

Gay  People's  Alliance,  92  Bedford  St.,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Maine,  Portland  04103  773-2981x535 
The  Wilde-Stein  Club,  Memorial  Union, 
University  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


[area  code  603] 


Seacoast  Area  Gay  Alliance,  Box  1424,  431-8209 
Portsmouth  03801  436-7196,  431-4350 

Women’s  Group,  PO  Box  137,  Northwood  03261 
(Do  no  use  “gay”  on  any  mail  to  this  group) 

VERMONT  [area  code  802] 

Counseling  for  Gay  Women  &  Men, 
c/o  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

;  158  Bank  St.,  Burlington  05401  863-1386 

fGay  in  Vermont,  Box  3216,  N.  Burlington  Sta., 
Burlington  05401  862-2397 

Vermont  Gay  Women  862-7770,  863-3237 

Women’s  Switchboard  862-5504 

NEW  YORK  [City  and  State] 

Gay  Citizens  Alliance  of  Syracuse, 

Lambda  Center,  503  South  Geddes  St., 
Syracuse,  N.Y.  472-3917 

Capital  District  Gay  Comm.  Council, 

P.O.  Box  131,  332  Hudson  Ave., 

Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Dignity,  P.O.  Box  1554,  N.Y.C.  10022 
Dignity / Rochester,  P.O.  Box  8295,  Rochester 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  2, 

Village  Sta.  10014  (212)677-6090 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genesee  Valley,  Inc., 

713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  1 4607  (716)244-8640,  244-9030 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester,  713  Monroe 
Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)244-8640 

Gay  Community  Service  Ctr., 

1350  Main  St.,  Buffalo  14209 
Gay  Liberation  Front/U.  of  R.,  Todd  Hall, 

River  Campus,  U.  of  R.,  Rochester 
1 4627  (716)275-6181 

Gay  Media  Coalition,  c/o  The  Women’s  Center, 
243  W.  20th  St.,  NYC  10011  924-9434 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project, 

247  W.  11th  St.  691-6969 

Gay  Switchboard  924-4036 

Gay  &  Women’s  Alliance  for 

Responsible  Media,  370  Lexington  Ave., 

Suite  416,  NYC 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educ.  Fund  Inc., 

145  E.  52nd  St.,  NYC  10022  758-1905 

Lesbian  Feminists  Liberation,  c/o  Women's 
Center,  243  W.  20th  St.,  NYC  691-5460 

Lesbian  Resource  Center  (formerly  GROW) 

713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  1 4607  (716)244-9030 

.esbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

Mattachine  Society.  59  Christopher  St., 

NYC  10014  691-1066 

MCC/New  York,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner  of  7th 
Ave.),  Sunday  worship  7  pm  691-7428 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm.  506,  NYC  741-1010 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 


GCN,  May  29,  1976  •  Page  15 


May  24 —  June  6 


24  mon 

Boston  —  Lesbian  Pride  Meeting  to 
discuss  lesbian  participation  in  this 
year’s  Gay  Pride  Week,  8pm  at  Project 
Lambda  office,  70  Charles  St. 

Boston  —  Last  chance  to  join  S&M 
discussion  group,  meeting  at  7pm, 
GMC,  36  Bromfield  St.  Call  338-7967 
eves. 

Provincetown,  MA  —  Annual  Wo¬ 
men’s  Dance,  9-1  at  Provincetown  Inn, 
performance  by  Tequila  Sunrise,  re¬ 
freshments,  admission  $3. 


New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discus¬ 
sion  Group,  ‘Gays  Demonstrating  at 
Conventions,’  Morty  Manford  speaks, 
8pm,  37  9th  Ave. 

Springfield  —  Springfield  Gay  Alli¬ 
ance  discussion  “Techniques  for 
meeting  a  partner/saying  goodbye 
and  ways  of  living  a  satisfying  life 
without  a  partner,  8pm  245  Porter 
Lake  Dr. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  lays  out  the  paper 
every  Thursday,  and  we  need. help  in 
the  afternoon  with  copy  reading  and 
correcting  and  paste-up,  from  12-4, 
Z2  Bromfield  St. 


28  fri 

Boston  —  Today  and  every  Friday 
thereafter,  the  new  circulation  depart¬ 
ment  at  GCN  invites  all  caring  souls  to 
lend  a  hand  mailing  GCN  subscrip¬ 
tions.  No  experience  necessary,  just  a 
desire  to  do  a  little  labor  of  love  where 
it  is  needed  most.  Come  anytime 
between  4-9pm  to  22  Bromfield  St.  For 
directions  call  426-4469. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Alix  Dobkin  will 
sing  at  Bread  and  Roses,  134  Hamp¬ 
shire  St. .today and  Saturday  at  10pm; 
tickets  $3;  info  354-8371. 

29  sat 

Northampton,  MA  —  Lesbian  Gardens 
sponsors  ‘Medusa  Muzik,’  3  unique 
lesbian  musicians,  8pm,  200  Main  St., 
3rd  floor. 

30  sun 

New  Haven,  CT  —  “Come  Out 
Tonight”  switches  to  every  week,  Sun. 
at  7:30pm  on  WYBC-FM,  94.3. 


Provincetown,  MA  —  The  Cape  Cod 
Women’s  Liberation  group  holds 
weekly  discussions  every  Sunday  at 
8pm,  P-town  Drop-In  Center,  6  Gos- 
nold  St.,  for  ALL  women;  this  week, 
‘Role  Playing.’ 

Philadelphia—  Get-together  of  Gay 
Health  Caucuses,  206  N.  35th  St., 
10am  to  4pm.  An  informal  opportunity 
for  members  of  gay  health  caucuses 
and  gay  activists  to  get  acquainted, 
share  experiences  and  explore  cooper¬ 
ative  efforts. 

1  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  DOB  topic  rap,  “Being 
a  Single  Lesbian,”  7:30pm,  419  Boyl- 
ston  St.,  Rm  323. 

3  thur 

Boston  —  Jade  &  Sarsaparilla  will  do  a 
benefit  for  Women’s  Bail  Fund,  8pm, 
Morse  Auditorium,  $3  donation;  info 
call  491-1575  from  10-4. 

4  fri 

Cambridge,  MA  —  NOW  sponsors 
lesbian  feminist  comedienne  Ivy  Bot- 
tini  at  8pm,  Huntington  Hall,  77  Mass. 
Ave.,  at  MIT.  Tickets  from  100  Flow¬ 
ers,  Cambridge  Women’s  Center  or 
Boston-NOW;  info  call  267-6160. 

5  sat  -  %  .  ':|| 

Hartford,  CN  —  MCC  tag  sale,  10am 
to  6pm,  11  Amity  St. 

6  sun  I 

Boston  —  Dignity  mass  and  meeting, 
1:30,  St.  Clements,  1105  Boylston  St. 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Gay  radio  can  be 
heard  every  week  on  WYBC-FM,  94.5, 
at  7:30pm,  “Come  Out  Tonight.” 


[Submit  Calendar  items  to  Cal¬ 
endar  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  Ma.  02108,  by  noon 
on  Wednesday  prior  to  publica¬ 
tion.  Send  items  EARLY. 


